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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Chen Hansheng and the International Leftist Academic Circles // Li Zigiang

Chen Hansheng was one of the few Chinese Marxist scholars who had been active in the international
academic arena. He developed his thoughts on rural economy based on the relevant theoretical works by P.
E. Leashenk Kautsky and Lenin. In his study of rural China Chen followed L. Magyar’s approach and
agreed with him on the related issues but Chen apparently disagreed with the latter on his judgment of the
nature of Chinese rural society. His debate and dialogue with international leftists such as S. Dubrovsky
K. A. Wittfogel and G. Safarov further enhanced his understanding of Marxist theory of social formation to
a certain extent. The interaction between Chen Hansheng and the international leftists shows the complexity
and diversity of Marxist scholars” theoretical composition in the Republican period and the genealogy of
Chinese Marxism in China today has barely covered this aspect.

A Reassessment of Song Scholar-Officials” Theory on “Calamities and Anomalies”: A Case Study
on Su Shi // Liu Liyun

Su Shi’s theory of “calamities and anomalies” did not conform to the remarkable characteristics of the
Northern Song Dynasty scholar-officials” theory recognized and summarized by the academic circles in the
past. Young Su Shi reformed the traditional theory corresponded catastrophe and personnel affairs to yin
and yang to interpret the meaning of disasters. However middle-aged Su abandoned the theory and in his
later years he affirmed its value and emphasized that Hong Fan Wu Xing Zhuan should not be easily
discarded. In this article we reject pre-determined theory and value and return to historical context.
Quoting extensively from contemporaneous people’s theory on “calamities and anomalies” we re-examine
historical materials and can see that the forms and evolution of Su Shis theory of “calamities and
anomalies” at his different ages are very representative. Scholar-officials of the Northern Song Dynasty
opposed the theory of “a specific event corresponding to a certain catastrophe” which was an over-reaction
to Emperor Renzong’s Hong Fan Zheng Jian a document that stressed the correlation between political
events and natural phenomena. Yet the lack of understanding of the mechanism generating calamities and
the ignorance of “the will of heaven” eventually led to a return to the theory of “a specific event
corresponding to a certain catastrophe ”. Taking Su’s theory of “calamities and anomalies” as an entry
point we can effectively examine the academic circles” understanding of issues such as the relationship
between nature and human and rationalization in Song Dynasty.

The Development and Enlightment of Popular Novels in the Ming and Qing Dynasties // Zhang
Jiange

The creation and publication of popular novels had roughly undergone three stages during the Ming and
Qing dynasties from the “Xiong Damu” mode under bookstore owners” control in the Jiajing-Wanli period
the cooperative model between literati and bookstore owners in the late Ming and early Qing period to the
separation of novel’s publication from the creation of literati after the mid-Kangxi period. Political
economic cultural and other forces had jointly contributed to the development of popular novels as a
dynamic development process. Through the study of popular novels in Ming and Qing Dynasties we can
explore excellent traditional Chinese culture’s modern value. It can also provide insight and reference for



