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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES 159

constructing socialist culture with Chinese characteristics in the new era and realizing the creative
transformation and innovative development of traditional Chinese culture.

Did Liang Qichao Invent the “China is a Sleeping Lion” Thesis? // Zhang Zhaojun

In recent years scholars in China the United States Japan Australia and other countries have
questioned the historical authenticity of the “China is a sleeping lion” Thesis. They argue that the
“sleeping lion” thesis is just a fabrication by Liang Qichao and explain that Chinese national vanity gave
rise to its popularity. This article argues otherwise. There is clear evidence that the phrase “Chinese is a
Sleeping Lion” had appeared in Japanese newspapers no later than the First Sino-Japanese War. The
analogy came up in Ozaki Yukios “Crisis in Toyo” and Osawa Ryus “On Shina” which were both earlier
than Liang Qichaos “Talking About Animals”. According to Ozaki and Osawa the “sleeping lion” thesis
came from the West and was related to Westerners” overall judgement on China’s national power as an
excuse to invade China. Ozaki quoted and opposed this theory to promote the “China Conquest Theory” to
make an excuse for Japan’s invasion of China. Whereas Ozaki quoted this theory to advocate the theory on
“preserving China” in service of Japan’s Asianism. From a methodological review the current scholars’
misjudgement is largely due to the use of “argument from silence” but they dont strictly abide by its
restrictions which confuses the relationship between the speculation and evidence.

Refinement of Primary Sources and New Perspectives on Historical Interpretations: A Reflection on
Studies of the History of the 1911 Revolution // Tan Xufeng

The historical research about the 1911 Revolution remains underdeveloped especially regarding the
collecting and editing of historical materials. For example the periodicals published in the late Qing
Dynasty often exist in various formats including single issues reprints and compiled volumes. Their
contents sometimes vary greatly which demands our attention. The authorship of some important texts has
yet to be confirmed and one might be able to further clarify this issue based on studies of their context and
causality. Researchers also need to study the existing primary sources in both comprehensive and in-depth
ways; they need to not only look for more key materials but also thoroughly investigate recent disclosed
documents. In terms of new research perspectives historians should pay more attention to studies on the
counter—revolutionary and non-revolutionary factions. They also need to place the 1911 Revolution within
the context of the 30 — year process from the First Sino-Japanese War to the First National Congress of the
Kuomindang. In addition they need to heed the differences between the North and the South the
borderlands and the interior and the asynchronism among various regions. Meanwhile in order to expand
and deepen their research scale historians should introduce new approaches and perspectives and move
away from conventional research on politics and economics to new fields such as global history
microscopic history conceptual history memory history emotional history life history disease history
and image history etc.

Global History Studies in China: A Review and Some Reflections // Liu Wenming

As a concept ‘global history” was first introduced to China in the late 1980s through translated works
on global history from the West. A discussion of its theory began in the 1990s. At the initial stage the focus
of the discussion was on the “global views of history”. Tt then discussed on how to compile a general history
of the world by including theories and methods such as cross—cultural interaction transnational history and
new maritime history. At the same time it applied global history theory to studies of Chinese history. With
global history research further developing into empirical and microcosmic studies the quantity of research
works on global history in China has increased. For example a statistical survey of the papers published in
Global History Review since its inception in 2008 shows that the proportion of papers written by Chinese
scholars on global history based on original research is on the rise. At the same time some monographs of
global history have also appeared in China. However there are still some problems and deficiencies in global
history research in China. For example a simplistic understanding of “global history” has led to a lack of in—



