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depth research. Two important issues that need to be further addressed are how to write global history by
scholars who embrace national identity and how to construct a global history with Chinese characteristics.

The Spatial Turn in American Urban History Research // Li Wenshuo

American urban history research originated in the 1940s and developed rapidly in the 1960s and
1970s. Since then few historians have identified themselves as urban historians while an increasing
number of them began to pay attention to cities. Space has become an important topic in numerous studies.
This is not only because of the influence of the “spatial turn” in Western studies of social sciences
especially neo-Marxism but also a reflection of urban spatial changes in the academia of the United States.
American urban history research has turned to space in the following two aspects: on the subject of
research space is no longer the site where research objects are located but space itself also becomes the
object of the research; on the scale of research historians are adopting a transnational approach to
understanding urban history through the flowing of personnel materials capital and information. The
spatial turn has not only deepened the understanding of urban issues but also broadened the scope of urban
history. It is a good source of reference for studies of American urban history in China.

Exploring Long-term Growth and Inequality: A Quantitative Study of the Great Divergence in the
Global Economy in the English-Language Academia // Xu Yi He Fenglun

The quantitative study of “global economic divergence” about the long-term growth and inequality of
countries from the fifteenth to the nineteenth century has become one of the hot topics in Englishdanguage
academia overthe past two decades after 2000. Western scholars have been constructing various thematic
and comprehensive databases to quantify the long-term growth and inequality since the emergence of the
global economy. Based on these databases they have also established a complete theoretical model to
account for the origin development performance and causes of the great divergence of the global
economy. These new databases and theoretical models can help us to understand the historical roots of
today’s global unequal economic system. A reassessment of studies of the great divergence of global
economy in Englishdanguage academia of the past twenty years is of great reference value for widening
Chinese perspectives on studies of global economic history.

Philip Curtin’s World History Study and His Comparative Approach // We:r Xiaoji

Philip Curtin is a pioneer in the study of new world history. Since the 1960s and 1970s he has
proposed a comparative approach on world history against the fragmentation of regional histories and the
superficiality of the compilation of the trational world history . He has made prominent achievements in
studies of issues such as cross-cultural trade plantation expansion of the west Atlantic history global
migration history and global medical history and provided an evidence-based approach to studying world
history using case studies as method of analysis. Moreover Curtin cultivated a large number of outstanding
world history scholars through the “Comparative World History” program and many of them have formed
today’s leading force of world history research in the United States. Therefore it is of great significance to
evaluate Philip Curtins comparative approach on world history in China today.

The Kuomindang Leftist and the Conception of a Semi-colonial and Semi-feudal China // Zhao
Lidong

To interpret the nature of modern Chinese society —‘Semi-colonial and Semi-feudal ” is a basic concept.
The existing studies on this concept are constrained by certain stereotypes and they have been predominantly
based on sources from the Chinese Communists. As a matter of fact the conception of this idea seems more
complicated than previous views. With a scrutiny of documents from the Kuomindang leftist this article
argues that it was this leftist faction had put forward the concept of “semi-colonial and semi-feudal” before
the great debate on Chinese social history and carried out corresponding the oretical elucidation.



