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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

The Relationship Between History and Theory in Guo Moruo$ View on Historiography in the 1950s // Li
Yong

In the 1950s historians in mainland China criticized the experimental method in historical studies
while committing themselves to the studies of Marxist historical materialism. This made the tension between
experimentalism and Marxist historical materialism in Guo Moruo’s view on historiography become more
prominent. In theory Guo advocated Marxism as the guide. In practice he insisted on evaluating the
quality of historical works based on the use of historical materials. His exposition on the relationship

between history and theory was the harbinger of corrective actions in the historical circle in the early 1960s.

The Formation and Development of the Theory of the Relationship Between Heaven and Man in the Pre—
Qin Period: From the Mandate of Heaven the Way of Heaven to the Way of Nature // Qu Bingrui

The relationship between heaven and man is the theoretical basis of pre-Qin historical theories. Paying
attention to the relationship between heaven and man the relationship between mans own destiny and the
unpredictable providence and the relationship between individual existence and nature are the fundamental
reasons for the emergence of pre-Qin historical theories. The content of the relationship between heaven and
man includes how to understand the material or blood relationship between heaven and human beings how
to understand the relationship between astronomical and astrological movements and the operation of the
world and how to grasp the life of human beings to establish a connection with heaven. With the
development of people’s abstract thinking the relationship between heaven and man has evolved into an
important variant namely the relationship between man and nature and the latter to be more precise is
the elements of nature such as yin yang and five elements. Therefore theories such as the Mandate of
Heaven the Way of Heaven and the Way of Nature gradually came into being and they interacted

influenced and intermingled with each other and coexisted in the social consciousness of the pre-Qin

Period.

Writers of Family Rituals in the Song Dynasty // Lu Minzhen

“Family rituals” is a term known to the public. However when it is used as an analytical category
the familiar facts about family rituals contain complexities that are not fully understood. In the process of
making the texts of family rituals in the Song dynasty the writers were often not just the makers and the
observers of rituals but the coexistence of multiple roles. Instead of hiding under the rules of rites they
marked their positions attitudes and even emotions in writing. They arranged each performers actions
and then shaped each action in the ceremony into a type of performance turning it into a repeatable event.
When writers were actively involved in the production of meaning systems and various symbolic signs they

also put forward many thoughts on the boundary between kinship and gender issues.



