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The Diversity of Historical Documents and the Studies of Local Judicial Systems of the Qing
Dynasty // Deng Jianpeng

There are three main problems in the current studies on county magistrates” judicial judgments in the
Qing dynasty. The first one is to treat individual cases as general. The second is to confuse ideas embedded
in judicial judgment texts with judicial practice in some studies. The third is to adopt a single judicial
document which only explores a certain aspect of local judicial practices. There are a variety of historical
documents concerning judicial judgments of local officials in the Qing dynasty and different types of
documents mostly reflect one aspect of judicial judgments in a specific region at a specific time. It is crucial
to discern the nature of these historical documents. In other words only by making references to various
types of historical documents and by a comprehensive review we can approach a historical understanding of
the normal state of judicial practices of the Qing dynasty at the county level. Therefore we should
reconstruct real judicial scenes theoretically and methodically based on textual analysis of relevant historical

materials in the study of judicial practices in the Qing dynasty.

The Formation of “Southern Ming” as a Historical Reference during the Anti-Japanese War //
Xie Guian

After the outbreak of the Anti-Japanese War a large number of Chinese intellectuals went into exile to
the Southwest. They gained personal experience similar to the one that Chinese intellectuals had when they
“crossed the river to the south” after the Manchu conquest. They became interested in the history of the
Southern Ming dynasty which was the regime founded by Ming loyalists in exile. This “Southern Ming
discourse” became popular and connected the experiences of various sectors in society to historical
reference. Different political groups were looking for their own mirror images in Southern Ming history so
as to respond to what happened in reality. Different academic groups influenced by political affiliations
and personal ideas forged their own historical narratives of Southern Ming history. The School of Historical
Empiricism took “the presentation of historical facts” as its mode of narration while the School of
Historical Theories took “the guidance of historical views” as its mode of expression. The former placed the
destiny of the country on government and focused on the emperors writing the history of the southern Ming
dynasty as biographies. The latter trusted the fate of the nation on the revolutions of the lower classes and
it centered on peasant rebellions by adopting historical materialism and class analysis to analyze the history

of the late Ming and Southern Ming dynasty.

To Clear Away the Fog of Historical Nihilism // Zhang Bo Sun Zhaoyang

In recent years in the face of continuous criticism and exposure historical nihilism has shifted from
direct dominance to implicit resistance. The techniques of its infiltration and spread are more cunning and
secretive and its nature of deception and bewilderment is getting stronger. In this regard we should
always maintain a high degree of vigilance accurately analyze the strategies and techniques of historical
nihilism infiltration and dissemination. We need to fully understand its political direction realistic hazards
and take solid and powerful measures to resist and respond to its assertion so as to effectively maintain the

national political stability and ideological security.

Food History Studies in the West: Paradigms and Their Shifts // Fu Yougiang

Food is one of the most important substances for human survival. The study of food history helps us to

better understand the changes of different societies and their cultures. In the West food history as a



