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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

The Contribution of Chinese Marxist Historiography to the Cultural War against Japan // Wang
Jiping Dong Jing

The cultural war against Japan is an important part of the War of Resistance against Japanese
Aggression led by the Communist Party of China. The majority of Marxist historians devoted themselves to
this war and through their efforts they proposed and defined the concept of the cultural war of resistance.
Through various ways such as historical research history teaching and creative writing Marxist historians
not only actively participated in the practice of cultural war but also consolidated and promoted the spirit of
the Chinese nation through the writing of general history the study of frontier history and national history
as well as the commendation of national heroic figures. Marxist historiography has thus made significant

contributions to the War of Resistance against Japan especially in the cultural front.

The Writing and Function of History: A Case Study of the History of Xia Documented in “Hou Fu”
of the Tsinghua Slips // Zhang Lijun

In the current scholarly study of Xia history the mainstream view believes that Erlitou culture is
indeed the Xia culture and Xia is a historic dynasty. Western scholars regard the Xia Dynasty as a myth
and legend because they believe that the historical records of the Xia history were only produced after the
Western Zhou Dynasty. However the chapter “Houfu” in the recently published bamhoo slips collected by
Tsinghua University tells us otherwise. Dated to the Warring States period it has been confirmed as text
similar to those in Shangshu. The source books for “Shu” documents are generally the records of
historiographers. Because of their significance in historical education they become the classics of “Shu”.
They are transmitted to later generations through official education and then to the state of Chu through the
three kingdoms that were originally parts of the Jin. This article records the narration of the Xia history by
the king and Xia$ aristocrat Hou Fu. It includes important stories including Yus successful governance of
the water the establishment of Xia state and Gaotao’s succession as the minister. It contains valuable
information regarding the political system and ideology of the Xia Dynasty such as morality people the
mandate of heaven and social hierarchy. The history of Xia Dynasty recorded in “Hou Fu” not only
provides new evidence confirming the existence of Xia Dynasty which further helps us to understand the

Xia history but also provides new material for understanding that historical texts function.

Let Images “Speak”: The Feasibility Approach and Challenges in Using Images in History //
Wang Jiahua

With the advent of the era of “visual reading” and the “pictorial turn” in historical studies image
history has increasingly become a hot topic in academic research in recent years. As images are direct

bearers of historical information they should be included in historical research. As a research approach



