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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

The Contribution of Chinese Marxist Historiography to the Cultural War against Japan // Wang
Jiping Dong Jing

The cultural war against Japan is an important part of the War of Resistance against Japanese
Aggression led by the Communist Party of China. The majority of Marxist historians devoted themselves to
this war and through their efforts they proposed and defined the concept of the cultural war of resistance.
Through various ways such as historical research history teaching and creative writing Marxist historians
not only actively participated in the practice of cultural war but also consolidated and promoted the spirit of
the Chinese nation through the writing of general history the study of frontier history and national history
as well as the commendation of national heroic figures. Marxist historiography has thus made significant

contributions to the War of Resistance against Japan especially in the cultural front.

The Writing and Function of History: A Case Study of the History of Xia Documented in “Hou Fu”
of the Tsinghua Slips // Zhang Lijun

In the current scholarly study of Xia history the mainstream view believes that Erlitou culture is
indeed the Xia culture and Xia is a historic dynasty. Western scholars regard the Xia Dynasty as a myth
and legend because they believe that the historical records of the Xia history were only produced after the
Western Zhou Dynasty. However the chapter “Houfu” in the recently published bamhoo slips collected by
Tsinghua University tells us otherwise. Dated to the Warring States period it has been confirmed as text
similar to those in Shangshu. The source books for “Shu” documents are generally the records of
historiographers. Because of their significance in historical education they become the classics of “Shu”.
They are transmitted to later generations through official education and then to the state of Chu through the
three kingdoms that were originally parts of the Jin. This article records the narration of the Xia history by
the king and Xia$ aristocrat Hou Fu. It includes important stories including Yus successful governance of
the water the establishment of Xia state and Gaotao’s succession as the minister. It contains valuable
information regarding the political system and ideology of the Xia Dynasty such as morality people the
mandate of heaven and social hierarchy. The history of Xia Dynasty recorded in “Hou Fu” not only
provides new evidence confirming the existence of Xia Dynasty which further helps us to understand the

Xia history but also provides new material for understanding that historical texts function.

Let Images “Speak”: The Feasibility Approach and Challenges in Using Images in History //
Wang Jiahua

With the advent of the era of “visual reading” and the “pictorial turn” in historical studies image
history has increasingly become a hot topic in academic research in recent years. As images are direct

bearers of historical information they should be included in historical research. As a research approach
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and methodology one can use images to collaborate with history or vice verse. In addition both the
ontological analysis of images and the discussion of their context are essential for us to bring images into
history. In this process in order to avoid falling into the traps and misunderstandings it is necessary to
strengthen image research to grasp the images on their own as well as within their contexts as
comprehensively and accurately as possible. It is also important to appropriately handle the relationship
between image documents and text documents. On the whole image into history is not only a theory
method and practice limited in the history discipline but also a comprehensive research paradigm calling

for multi-disciplinary cooperation.

The Turn of Liang Qichaos Worldview in His Later Years: A New Interpretation of A Record of
My Travel Impressions in Europe /| Ouyang Zhesheng

Liang Qichao formed his worldview gradually while observing the Great War in Europe. He participated
in the debate between Eastern and Western cultures and started to develop his worldview. After his return
from Europe he published A Record of My Travel Impressions in Europe and added new elements to this
cultural debate. He demanded emancipation of mind and advocated the rule of law constitutionalism
autonomy and national movements. He warned people not to rush and he was against excessive nationalization
policy in China. He called for a fusion of Chinese and Western cultures in the future arguing that China should
take more responsibility in the world. These proposals were both new and constructive. It is neither appropriate

to classify Liang Qichao as a cultural conservative nor placed him in the school of Oriental culture.

On the Formation of Oral Texts and Their Authenticity: A Case Study of The Anecdotes in the
Mansion of Confucius’ Descendants |/ Kong Yong

Oral history is an important genre that carries historical memory. To some extent the authenticity and
credibility of oral contents are predetermined by whether or not the recorders followed the standard
procedures through which to preserve oral memories and form oral texts. Edited by Ke Lan The Anecdotes
in the Mansion of Confucius”Descendants is a text based on Kong Demao$s oral recollection. Because of some
subjective and objective factors many stories disclosed in this text are not quite true which affects its
value as historical source. This article selects three important cases and argues that they are flawed. Two
stories recorded in “The Princess married to the Kong Family Mansion” and “Madam Tao poisoned Madam
Wang” are not in conformity with the facts and the one in “Confuciuss Encounter with Nan Zi” contains
elements of errors and exaggerations. The three cases offer examples on the types of oral memories from
“remote memory” “reminiscence ” to “supplementary memory ” . They reflect the speakers -
contemporaneous reflection of historical events rather than the authentic representation of historical events.

And they also provide us with a sense of new “historicity ”.

Local Complex and Theoretical Landscape: A Translingual Analysis of Modern Classic Village
Culture and Its Historical Writing // Wang Tiangen

The issues concerning farmers rural areas and even agriculture are fundamental issues affecting the
national economy and the people ‘s livelihood. These issues are related to the modern transformation of
agricultural civilization in the context of historical continuity and change. One needs to grasp the
transformation and change of historical knowledge and even of tradition in order to select a topic for research
of modern countryside. For example in order to set up the logical correlations between historical knowledge

and its discourse one needs to be aware of the tendency of emotion or reason in the analysis of historical



