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ethnic groups in surrounding regions. All-under-Heaven more stresses the relationship of governance
between the center and peripheries. The “Grand Unity” speaks more about how the empire establishes its
legitimacy in both ideological and practical senses. Therefore by grasping the three concepts as a whole

we can establish a panoramic view of Chinese history.

The Rules of Rise and Fall: A Reflection of the Great Change in the Jiaqing and Daoguang Period
of the Qing Dynasty // Zhu Hu

In Qing history the Jiaqing and Daoguang period is always regarded as the turning point from
prosperity to decline. In terms of the nature and dynamic mechanism of this change scholars usually hold
three types of view including the dynasty cycle the development of social patterns and the transformation
of traditional society. Yet all these three models have limitations and they cannot accurately portray the
comprehensive scope of the great change in the Jiaqing and Daoguang period. In an attempt to overcome
these limitations we should change perspectives and reorient problem consciousness. Adopting an approach
of historical sociology of practice we should rethink the standard of “change” in this period grasp the
thread of the “change” with integrated thinking and identify the overall pattern of the “change” through a
holistic view. By doing so it will help us to stay away from the previous theoretical pitfalls in our future

empirical research.

A Scholarly Review of Several General Histories of the Republic of China // Yu Heping

Speaking about several published general histories of the Republic of China one may argue that the
editors contributors and some readers have offered various views on historiographical genres historical
content and analogical frameworks. They attempt to include all the aspects and write history holistically.
Yet in practice each book has its own priority. To just name a few some write a political history some
offer a general narrative of the Republican period some frame the modernization as the story line some tell
a generalized history and others argue for the Republic of China as the center of modern Chinese history.
Each approach displays some unique styles and characteristics and they cannot be simply praised or
criticized. However for a general dynastic history of the Republic of China its most important point is to
show how the Republican period is different from the past dynasties which requires more than one story
line. Tt is necessary to highlight its main characteristics of this period: short chaotic foreign new and

recent.

The Trend of Chinese Historiographical Studies and the Future of the Field: An Assessment of
Approved Projects by the National Social Science Fund of China in the Past Decade // Shi Peilei

The National Social Science Fund of China is currently the highest-evel scientific research project in
the field of social sciences in China and it has been playing a significant role in promoting the development
of scholarly disciplines and furthering academic research. By sorting out the projects funded by this national
organization in the past decade (2010 — 2019) this. article has identified  the trends of scholarly
development of this period one of which is to pursue innovations through various perspectives and
approaches. Young and middle-aged scholars have exhibited a good momentum of development. Judged by

the statistics from the foundation we may argue that the field of Chinese historiography should follow the
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trends of times enhance collaboration of research and actively explore interdisciplinary approach in

combination with various methods.

A Theoretical Reflection on “Little People” in Carlo Ginzburg’s Research // Zhang Xiaomin

Microhistorian Carlo Ginzburg studies “little people ” and this is his unique theoretical contribution.
In terms of the perspective of research Ginzburg emphasizes the change of individual images within the
group which reflects the theoretical influence of cultural anthropology and the trend of global history turn.
In terms of the content of research he pays attention to little people’s identity formation and the relationship
between self-identity and social identity. In terms of research methods he uses clue paradigms to explore
details and emphasizes the importance of social context associated with clues. The emergence of the above
research features depends on the sophisticated use of some neglected historical materials especially court
trial records. It is a complementary way in which historians look at these cases and court evidence as judges
treat testimony. In doing so they will provide multiple layers of historical evidence to study “little people”

in the future.

The Origins Practice and Characteristics of Global Historical Studies in Japan // Kang Hao

The rise and development of global historical studies in Japan are deeply rooted in the indigenous
scholarly tradition. Scholars such as Mizushima Tsukasa Haneda Masashi Akita Shigeruare the
pioneers and promoters of global history and with their efforts the Japanese study of global history has
unique characteristics different from the West. Both internal and external factors have contributed to its
development. On the one hand it is the influence from European and American scholarship; on the other
hand it is the Japanese tradition of studying Japan-Jurope comparison intra-Asian trade Maritime Asian
history and Eastern Eurasian history known as the so-called “Asian perspective. ” Thus one of
outstanding characteristics of global historical studies in Japan is the focus on the Asian continent and Asian

ocean sphere an emphasis on the internal mechanism of Asian economy and international order.

A Conceptual Analysis of Empire and Imperialism // Zhou Fen Zhang Shunhong

There is a tendency to generalize the concepts “empire” and “imperialism ” in world-historical
studies. In order to correctly understand world-historical development this article argues that empires are
generally not the large territorial states in ancient and medieval times that normally came into being through
gradual interaction and amalgamation of small states or kingdoms. “Empire” should specifically refer to the
ones established mainly by western powers through overseas colonial expansion since the late fifteenth
century. Imperialism belongs to capitalism and does not exist in ancient and medieval times. Imperialism
has two layers of meaning: primarily it refers to the monopoly stage of capitalism; it can also refer to the
policies behaviors and propositions of capitalist powers in pursuit of colonies and hegemony. Some
scholars in the West today have a strong ideological bias towards China when they use the concepts of
empire and imperialism. Chinese historians should clearly define and accurately use such concepts in
order to develepsa Xeteniificndiseoudserthrdughrwhiéle torvaise ithe | impact [éhH Chind$| histoticalsstudiés imitle

international academic community.



