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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

In the Spirit of Science in Dialogue with History: An Introduction to President Xi Jinping’s

Important Discourse on Historical Science // Yu Huamin

President Xi Jinping’s important discourse on historical science points out an organic method to ground
classical theories of historical materialism within China’s history and culture through the active engagement
of building the socialism with Chinese characteristics. It offers guiding theories and practical methods as well
as profound reflection and insightful illumination by which to position historical science as a discipline to
scientifically discover wisdom from history creatively generating a series of new ideas new hypotheses
and new points of view. President Xi‘s important discourse on historical science has broadened the scope of
historical understanding and constantly generated new ideas. It is an embodiment of the true power of
Marxism as well as of the contemporary Chinese Communists” ambitious global aspirations and their
uncompromising sense of duty for history. It has a guiding significance in developing the studies of
historical science in the new era in China. To study President Xi Jinping’s important discourse on historical
science we need to carefully grasp its internal logic historical reasoning and scientific spirit thus to

discover the principles of history and to learn from the past facing the future.

Quantitative History as New History: Its Methods and Value // Lin Zhan Chen Zhiwu

In the era of big data historical research faces a new challenge that is how to make better use of the
large—scale historical materials given in a large number of historical databases which have been established
and become accessible to the public. Quantitative history as a critical branch of the new history is one of
the important strategies by which to deal with this challenge. In recent years as a burgeoning field in
international academia quantitative history has developed sophisticated analytical methods. Taking the
study of The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism as an example this article details the research
process of quantitative history and analyzes its potential positive role in coping with the challenge of
historical big data. It identifies long4erm impact on historical research and promotes exchange and

dialogue between the history discipline and other subjects in social sciences.

On the Paradigm of Early Chinese Historiography: Meng Wentong as a Case Study // Chen Yong
Gong Chen

In the first half of the twentieth century Chinese historiography transformed from tradition to

modernity. One of its central themes is how to reorient Chinese historiography. This question gradually



