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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

In the Spirit of Science in Dialogue with History: An Introduction to President Xi Jinping’s

Important Discourse on Historical Science // Yu Huamin

President Xi Jinping’s important discourse on historical science points out an organic method to ground
classical theories of historical materialism within China’s history and culture through the active engagement
of building the socialism with Chinese characteristics. It offers guiding theories and practical methods as well
as profound reflection and insightful illumination by which to position historical science as a discipline to
scientifically discover wisdom from history creatively generating a series of new ideas new hypotheses
and new points of view. President Xi‘s important discourse on historical science has broadened the scope of
historical understanding and constantly generated new ideas. It is an embodiment of the true power of
Marxism as well as of the contemporary Chinese Communists” ambitious global aspirations and their
uncompromising sense of duty for history. It has a guiding significance in developing the studies of
historical science in the new era in China. To study President Xi Jinping’s important discourse on historical
science we need to carefully grasp its internal logic historical reasoning and scientific spirit thus to

discover the principles of history and to learn from the past facing the future.

Quantitative History as New History: Its Methods and Value // Lin Zhan Chen Zhiwu

In the era of big data historical research faces a new challenge that is how to make better use of the
large—scale historical materials given in a large number of historical databases which have been established
and become accessible to the public. Quantitative history as a critical branch of the new history is one of
the important strategies by which to deal with this challenge. In recent years as a burgeoning field in
international academia quantitative history has developed sophisticated analytical methods. Taking the
study of The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism as an example this article details the research
process of quantitative history and analyzes its potential positive role in coping with the challenge of
historical big data. It identifies long4erm impact on historical research and promotes exchange and

dialogue between the history discipline and other subjects in social sciences.

On the Paradigm of Early Chinese Historiography: Meng Wentong as a Case Study // Chen Yong
Gong Chen

In the first half of the twentieth century Chinese historiography transformed from tradition to

modernity. One of its central themes is how to reorient Chinese historiography. This question gradually
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evolved into two research positions to “reevaluate historical data” and to “reframe historiography”. The
former position promoted the compilations and publications of the general history of modern China and the
latter one fostered the birth of Chinese historiography as an independent subdiscipline of scholarly inquiry.
Early pioneers of Chinese historiographical studies such as Liang Qichao Zhu Xizu firstly reexamined the
general framework of traditional Chinese historiography. Following them Yao Mingda Meng Wentong Jin
Yufu and others explored the methods of studying Chinese historiography in detail. Among the later
generation Meng Wentong is an outstanding example. The early research paradigm of Chinese
historiography developed between Confucian classical hermeneutics and historical inquires. Scholars
represented by Liang Qichao furthered the development of historiography in focusing on its three elements:
the historiographer the historical work and the historian. Meng Wentong by contrast highlighted the
concepts such as Confucian classics and moral principles in Chinese intellectual tradition. He established a
unique writing model for early Chinese historiography that consciously served as an alternative to the model
promoted by Liang Qichao and the others. To further the study of Chinese historiography we should learn
from the writings of early Chinese historiographers exemplified by Meng Wentong.

A Historical Evaluation of Chiang Kai-shek’s Role During the Comprehensive Anti-Japanese War //
Chen Qianping

The evaluation of Chiang Kai-shek during the Comprehensive AntiJapanese War is quite complicated.
Though he showed abundant determination in the early stages of the War of Resistance the GMD army only
had few victories on the battle field. As the chance of British and American interventions diminished
Chiang hoped to reach a tentative truce with Japan. However the negotiations initiated by him had a
bottom line that is Japan must unequivocally respect China’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. Chiang
followed his anti-communist policy throughout the War of Resistance. He agreed to a second cooperation
with the Communist Party for several reasons including the Peace Agreement of the Xi‘an Incident the
assurance of military assistance from the Soviet Union to his Nationalist Government and the high
expectation that the Soviet Union would declare war on Japan. After the outbreak of the Pacific War
Chiang though as a nationalist political leader was short of a global vision for world politics. He was
arrogant tenacious on power and overtly testy. He did not have the wisdom and good judgment to deal
with wartime politics. He often prioritized his party’s interests held back GMD forces and chose a strategy
focused on de-escalation on the battle field. The GMD army’s loss during the Operation Ichi-Go in 1944 was

a turning point for the decline of China’s position in the international arena.

Writing National History by Ancient Historians in Vietnam // Cheng Sijia

The ancient history of Vietnam offers information regarding the origins of the Vietnamese people and
the country itself which is the reason that it has always been the focus of scholars who study the country.
In the past due to the lack and limitation of historical data scholars from China and foreign countries
mainly focused on the verification discussing the authenticity of the history of ancient Vietnam and few
scholars had paid attention to the holistic process in which historians of ancient Vietnam wrote and

constructed the history. This article based on the newly found text Dai Viet Su Luoc as well as other



