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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Theoretical Thinking is the Soul of Historical Research // Zhang Yanguo

The study of history is not only a cultural activity of humanity and a creation of civilization, but also an
indispensable cultural practice for the whole world and all mankind. By essence, the science of history is a
theoretical discipline, which always requires theoretical thinking. Theoretical thinking is the soul of
historical research. Only with theoretical thinking can we bestow the wings of wisdom onto historical
research, allowing the latter to more fully embody its social function and exert its cultural influence.
Theoretical thinking is a unique form and method of thinking developed by human beings at a certain stage
in history. It is a significant support for humans to promote cultural development and accumulate the
achievements of civilization. It is the ideological foundation for Marxism to observe humanity, to study
history, and to illuminate the future. Theoretical thinking is not only the spiritual backbone and cultural
support for the prosperity and development of ancient Chinese historical research, but also the driving force
and vitality for the transformation and development of modern Chinese historiography and the fundamental
guarantee and innovative basis for the progress of contemporary Chinese historical research. Each era has
its main theme and subject matter, and historians are required to pick up the historical pen, innovate
historical knowledge, display their talents, accumulate national sentiments, promote the spirit of the main
body, and embody the penetrating power of thought in historical research. Only with strong theoretical
thinking can historical researchers express a loud and clear voice of thoughts, exert strong theoretical
insights, write a new chapter of contemporary Chinese historiography, and promote the prosperous
development of Chinese historiography in the New Era.

Marxism and the Study of Greco-Roman History in Japan // Dong Haitao, Xu Xiaoxu

Marxism has had a lasting impact on studies of Greco-Roman history in Japan. In the 1920s, some
progressive Japanese historians began to apply Marxism to the study of Greco-Roman history. After World
War II, a trend of Marxist historiography emerged in Japan. Japanese Scholars of Greco-Roman history, such
as Hidemichi Ohta, Masaoki Doi, and Toru Yuge, have put forward a series of innovative theories on issues
such as ancient class struggle, the nature of ancient Greek and Roman society, and the transformation of
social forms in ancient Western Europe. After the 1980s, traditional Marxist historiography studies faced
challenges, but Japanese scholars began to study specific issues under the guidance of historical
materialism. As such, Marxism was transformed into a research method in the study of Greco-Roman
history in Japan. Over the past century, the enduring influence of Marxism on the study of ancient Greek
and Roman history in Japan reflects the progressive enthusiasm and open-mindedness of Japanese scholars.
This development is the embodiment of the scientific nature and significant guiding value of Marxism itself.

Non-Representationalist Theories of Historiography and the Reshaping of Contemporary Views of
Historiography in the West // Su Meng

Views of historiography are the foundation of all historiographical theories. Broadly speaking, Western
theories of historiography over the course of the twentieth century were based on the two-tiered
representationalist view of historiography through which the discipline was deemed as a representational act
between historians and the past. As such, historiography was split into two parts: establishing facts and



