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political development, aiming at reclaiming its historical roots. Historical research in fields such as policy
history also extensively draws on political science’s theories and methods. The interactive relationship
between the two disciplines is crucial for our understanding of American political history and the
development of American historiography as a whole. By tracing the entire process of interaction,
separation, and reunion between American political history and political science, we can also provide a
perspective on the future directions of American political history.

The Mechanism of Collecting China-related Knowledge at the Royal Society in Early Modern
Britain (1660 —1820) // Zhuang Xin

In the context of global knowledge circulation and transregional interactions, it is significant to re-
examine how global history and the history of science become intertwined. By analyzing specific cases and
methods of the Royal Society’s research and collection of China-related knowledge from 1660 to 1820, we
can further understand the material and institutional conditions of transnational knowledge circulation. By
doing so, we can explore the mechanism through which the society acquired China-related knowledge. The
scientific correspondence system, the Jesuit information network, logistics mechanism, and the
transnational flow of personnel have jointly constituted the primary pathways for knowledge acquisition and
circulation in the Middle Ages and Early Modern periods. The history of overlapping and integrating
multiple transnational communication paradigms also contains valuable experiences of mutual learning
between Chinese and foreign civilizations.

A Review of the Studies on the Nineteenth-Century American Empire in the American Academia //
Xu Xiangyun

For a long time, the American academia has avoided discussing the existence of “empire” and
imperialism in American history. Not until in the 1960s did this lack of attention start to change. Driven by
social backgrounds and academic currents, American scholars became increasingly aware of the imperial
nature of the United States and society in the nineteenth century. As a result, studies on nineteenth-century
American Empire delve into the imperialistic aspects of the United States’ continental expansion and
overseas activities, covering various aspects like diplomatic activities, capital, commodities and personnel
flows, domestic policies, social currents and norms, and family relations. The study of this topic has
expanded the scope of American historical studies, enhanced its critical nature, and facilitated comparison
between the United States and its European counterpart, offering a valuable historical approach that
warrants further research.

Value Critique and Social Transformation; The Path and Practice of Hans-Ulrich Wehler’s Social
History // Wei Peiyun

Hans-Ulrich Wehler is one of the most influential historians in German politics and society after World
War II, as well as the founder of the “Bielefeld School”. In the analysis of Otto von Bismarck and German
imperialism, Wehler demonstrated the basic path of social history research of the Bielefeld School,
breaking away from the traditional German historiography of interpreting Bismarck and the Second Empire
through the lenses of national rationality, idealism, and historicism. Instead of following the old
interpretation of “diplomatic first”, he employed a new approach of “domestic first”, which is more
focused on economic development, industrialization, political structure and social conditions, treating them
as the fundamental driving forces behind Bismarck’s policies and his imperialist ideas. In the analysis of the
Second Reich, Wehler employed the long-term origin theory and structural analysis, showing strong
political education and value guidance, which provoked heated discussions. Wehler’s research on social
history is an important part of German critical reflection on Nazism after World War II. It is also a
significant expression and achievement of the adjustment of social values and academic modernization in the
post-war Federal Republic of Germany. Wehler has left a rich intellectual legacy for future generations
through his academic thoughts, public engagement, and academic attitude.



