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Hu Sheng and Chinese-Foreign Historical Exchanges in the 1980s and 1990s // Zhang Zezhao

As a prominent figure in the field of philosophy and social sciences in China, Hu Sheng actively
participated in numerous significant academic and cultural exchange activities both domestically and
internationally during the 1980s and 1990s. He made important contributions to promoting historical
exchanges between China and other countries. He played a pivotal role in fostering connections between
Marxist historians from China and Japan, establishing profound friendships with renowned Japanese
historians like Kiyoshi Inoue. Moreover, he supported Chinese historians to explore non-Marxist
historiography, broadening their research perspectives, learning from its valid elements, and expressing
Chinese historians’ distinct viewpoints on controversial issues. By doing so, he promoted the development of
the field. The historiographical exchange endeavors he engaged in constituted an integral component of
academic diplomacy during this period, exemplifying the dynamic interaction between historiography and

contemporary society.

Social Quality: A New Dimension for Deepening the Study of the History of Reform and Opening-
up // Yu Hualin, Liang Jinghe

Studying the history of China’s Reform and Opening-up is an important task in historiography. The
evaluation of “social quality” during this period opens a unique research dimension, as this concept is
determined by the characteristics of social development and people’s value pursuits. It refers to the
development status and the degree of recognition of specific events in the political, economic, cultural,
social, ecological environment within the society. This article takes the relevant contents derived from the
concept of social quality as the entry point. It explores the scope of sources and research methodology for

studying social quality aiming to initiate in-depth discussions.

From “ Opposition Between Two Zeitgeists” to “ Clash of Methodologies” . The Evolution of
Research Paradigms on the Debate Between Humanism and Scholasticism // Zhu Xiao

Research on the debate between humanism and scholasticism has undergone three paradigms in the
western historical academia: the traditional school, the revisionist school, and the new revisionist school.
In the late nineteenth century, the modernization narrative paradigm, influenced by Jacob Burckhardt,
interpreted the debate as the opposition and conflict between two Zeitgeists. In the 1940s, the revisionist
school, influenced by Paul Oskar Kristeller’s theory on de-ideologized humanism, argued that Studia
Humanitatis and Scholasticism were two independent but co-existing disciplines in the university, and there
was no substantial conflict between them. In the 1970s, the new revisionist school, which was influenced
by Hans Baron and Eugenio Garin, not only acknowledged the coexistence of the two sides during the
Italian Renaissance, but also addressed the contradictions and conflicts arising from the methodological
opposition between the two sides during the Northern Renaissance. These three research paradigms and
their evolution reflect the close and complex relationship between the construction of Renaissance humanism
and ideology in the western historical academia for more than a century. It is a result of the interaction

between historiography and the times.

The Dar es Salaam School of Historiography: The Evolution of Thought and Scholarly Debates //
Cao Fengyu, Wang Wengqi

The Dar es Salaam School is an important faction of thought within African historiography. It was
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