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officially established in the 1960s through the efforts of scholars like Terence Ranger. This school has
greatly promoted the development of African historiography by deepening the fundamental ideas of African
nationalist historiography, further expanding its methodology, and establishing a system for training
historical talents. By the 1970s, its guiding ideology gradually shifted towards dependency theory and
Marxism, and its members launched the intense criticism of nationalist historiography. This school entered
a new phase of development by the late 1980s, making further breakingthroughs in historical thought and
methodology. The range of topics it addressed significantly expanded, and academic exchange platforms
improved. While this school has made great contributions to the development of African historiography, it
has also been widely controversial, mainly due to its excessive focus on ideology, lack of original guiding
ideas and its failure to fully guide historical practice with academic ideas. The Dar es Salaam School is a
microcosm of African historiography. How to realize the revival of African historiography in the era of

globalization has become a historical issue that deserves attention from all walks of life in Africa.

From the “Racial Narrative” to the “ Atlantic Turn” ; The History and the Current State of Haitian
Revolution Studies // Ma Weijun

The Haitian Revolution has transformed the Atlantic world, and its history remains a hot topic among
scholars today. The study about this historical event has undergone a shift from the “racial narrative”
through the “class narrative” to the “Atlantic turn”. The “racial narrative” emphasizes the revolutionary
leadership role of the mulattoes and black elites, ignoring the role of the vast majority of slaves. It argues
that the revolution could not have succeeded without the leadership of free people of color. The “class
narrative” highlights class conflict, believing that the revolution was a class issue rather than a racial one.
It transitions from emphasizing the role of black Jacobins to that of the vast slaves. The “ Atlantic turn”
places importance on the “Atlantic factors” in the revolution’s origins, development, and impact, believing
that the Haitian Revolution, like the American and French Revolutions, profoundly influenced the Atlantic
world. In this context, the study of the Haitian Revolution has become an important branch of Atlantic
history and has even formed an independent field of study. This shift is the result of the political evolution
of the times and the development of French Revolutionary historiography, within the wider context of
evolution of Western historiography. It has revitalized the research paradigms of both the Haitian Revolution

and the French Revolution.

Rethinking Postmodernist Historical Theories // Cheng Weihua

Postmodernist historical theories focus on historical writing, believing that the historical text is a form
of verbal fiction, and historical narratives can be neither true nor false. This point of view has been fiercely
criticized by scholars. After introducing these criticisms and post-modernist scholars’ self-defenses, this
article identifies and investigates theoretical shifts and differences in the views of two representatives,
Hayden White and Frank Ankersmit. By doing so, it reappraises postmodernist views. To be more specific,
there are some shifts and differences between White’s and Ankersmit’s views, which have made distinctions
to some extent between historical narratives and fictional narratives. Yet, both of them have overlooked the
examination of the historical research process and rejected the possibility of “true” historical narratives. As
a result, they fell into the traps of historical relativism and their views may even have become self-
contradictory. Compared to postmodernist narrative idealism, scholars today need a narrative realism,

which is more suitable to historical research.
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