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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Continuing Tradition and Learning from Overseas; The Rise and Development of Archaeological
Surveys in China // Li Xiaodong

The central theme of the rise and development of archaeological survey in China lies in the
continuation and innovation of the tradition of exploring ancient times based on epigraphy ( known as
“Jinshi fanggu” ) , borrowing scientific archaeological methods from overseas, and integrating them with the
Marxist historical materialism. In modern times, Chinese scholars, while following the tradition of Jinshi
fanggu that emerged in the Yuan Dynasty, conducted field surveys on various remains. In order to refute
the theory of “ Sino-Babylonianism”, they leamned from overseas scientific archaeological methods for
prehistoric relics. For the purpose of exploring the laws of social and historical development and answering
the questions of the times, Marxist historians and archaeologists jointly promoted the integration of
archaeological surveys with Marxist historical materialism. The rise and development of archaeological
surveys in China demonstrates the cultural subjectivity and strong vitality of Chinese civilization in self-
development, responding to challenges, and creating new situations, interpreting the high degree of

compatibility between Marxism and excellent traditional Chinese culture.

An Interactive History of the Imperial Examination; A Bottom-up Study through Relational
Perspectives // Zhao Kai

The interactive history of the imperial examination is a study focused on the history related to
interactive activities associated with the imperial examination. It represents a new interdisciplinary field of
research. From the perspective of academic origin, it is an important branch of the history of imperial
examination activities, as well as an expansion and deepening of research into this historical phenomenon.
The study of the interactive history of the imperial examination reflects a strong humanistic focus. It begins
with the observation of the “colorful world” from the “specific figures” with an attempt to explore the
connection between the imperial examination system and human life. Not only does it enrich the research
content of the history of the imperial examination and perfect the research paradigm for imperial examination
studies, but it also facilitates historical reflection on reality, providing references for the reform and

development in today’s society. To study the interactive history of the imperial examination, we should



SUMMARY OF ARTICLES 159

reconstruct the interpersonal network of research objects and return to the “field” formed by the imperial
examination in terms of network construction. In terms of the collection of historical materials, we should
pay attention to the diversified sources of historical materials and establish the macro-view of historical
materials. Regarding the selection of research methods, we should prioritize the problem orientation and
learn from multi-disciplinary research methods. In terms of language expression, we should adopt a
narrative approach to enhance the readability of the text. With increasing scholarly attention, the study of
the interactions in the imperial examination will become a rapidly developing academic growth point in

studies of the imperial examinations.

Scholars in the Qianlong-Jiaqing Period and Their Multiple Interpretations of the Theory of “the
Unity of Classics and History” // Cui Qinghe

Scholars in the Qianlong-Jiaqing period had various interpretations of the relationship between
classics and history, each with its own connotations and implications. The understanding of the
relationship between classics and theory was not only a discussion about the superiority of classics or
history, but also related to academic methods and ideological agendas, involving key issues such as the
unity of monarchs and teachers, the use of history to elucidate the Dao, the relationship between literature
and Dao, and the transmission of orthodox traditions. The theory of “ affinity between classics and
history” proposed by the textual scholar Qian Daxin was actually still within the tradition of studying
history to seek the Dao. The core of Cui Shu’s theory of “no distinction between classics and history” was
twofold , —the conviction that Six Classics were the vehicle of the Dao and the belief in Confucius’ idea to
govern the world through learning. The theory of “history without classics” by litterateur Yuan Mei argued
for the unity of literature and the Dao and the freedom of individual subjectivity. Zhang Xuecheng
advocated that “the Six Classics are all histories” , and the true concern was the unity of politics and
education. The divergent opinions of different scholars at the same period provoked multiple
interpreatations of the “unity of classics and history” at that time, foreshadowing various interpretations of

this theory in later generations.

Magyar Lajos and Marxist Historiography in Republican China // Li Zigiang

The theory of the Asiatic mode of production is one of the most controversial topics in the history of
Marxist scholarship, and so was Magyar, who was a leading figure in this debate. Despite diverse responses
to Magyar’s theory within the academic community of the Republican period, Chinese scholars had
gradually formed a more homogeneous and stereotypical view on the issue. The main flaw in Magyar’s thesis
lies in its dislocation between theoretical construction and content analysis and its detachment from the

realities of Chinese history. However, through criticizing his theory, Marxist scholars in China had reflected





