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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

The Cornerstone of the Development of Human Civilization: Exchanges and Mutual Learning //

Yang Gongle

The peoples around the world are born of culture and thrive on civilization. Evolving through diversity,
world civilizations have become vibrant through mutual learning. For a long time, there have been
numerous works on civilization theory in the West, and the abuse of the term *civilization” has been
prevalent. The theory of “superiority of Western civilization” and the theory of “clash of civilizations” are
the representatives of such abuse. The Chinese civilization has long been known for its openness and
inclusiveness since ancient times. Since the 18" National Congress of the Communist Party of China,
Chairman Xi Jinping has proposed a concept of civilization in line with the common interests of all
humanity, based on the shared values inherent in Chinese civilization and its internal logic. This call has
injected powerful Chinese power into the healthy development of world civilization. It is China’s significant

contribution to human civilization.

On the Historical Status of the Qing Dynasty // Liu Wenpeng

A key aspect of the historical status of the Qing Dynasty is the restructuring of the unified political
civilization. Compared with the Han, Tang, Yuan, and Ming dynasties, the Qing Dynasty achieved
significant accomplishments in territorial expansion and the stability of the political management
mechanisms within a multi-ethnic and unified framework. This political landscape facilitated the
interactions, exchanges, and integration among various ethnic groups, ensuring a trend of diverse yet
unified development in Chinese culture. Moreover, the Qing Dynasty transcended the ideological
constraints of the “Hua-Yi Distinction” , reinforcing the consciousness of “China” by defining its territorial
boundaries. Meanwhile, the Qing Dynasty maintained its position in the global trade system, adopting a
more pragmatic approach to tribute trade, and exhibiting characteristics of a modern nation-state in its
dealings with Asian and European countries. From these perspectives, we can recognize the Qing Dynasty’s
great contributions to China’s grand unified political civilization.

On the Governance of the Qing Dynasty’s Border Regions // Lii Wenli

Rulers of all dynasties regarded the saying in the Book of Rites as a guiding principle for governing in
the border ethnic areas, that is “To cultivate education and to unify governance, is not to change customs
and habits”. The Qing Dynasty was no exception. In governing the border regions, the court in the early
Qing Dynasty employed the strategy of governing according to customs, to incorporate the border regions
into the territory, achieving the rare historical pattern of the “Great Unity” and reflecting the wisdom of
compromise in governance. In the mid-Qing period, with stability established in the border regions, the
court gradually devised the strategy of “cultivating education and unifying governance” , developing a
holistic view on governance of both the border regions and the interior regions. This involved the penetration
of central authority into border regions, achieving the integrated development of this country’s local
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cultivation and governance and reaching the goal of maintaining local stability. This ideology of governing,
along with its stage-by-stage practice, were the core logic of the Qing Dynasty’s borderland policies. The
Qing Dynasty achieved “ cultivate education and unify governance” through “ governing according to
customs”. Tt should be said that the former was the goal, and the latter was the bridge over which to
achieve the goal. This governance logic was mutually supportive and formed a grand strategy known as
“Qing Dynasty Solution” , representing valuable historical experience in border governance during the Qing
Dynasty. If we adopt a long-term view to rethink borderland governance during Qing Dynasty, we will find
that the “Qing Dynasty Solution” holds a significant position in Chinese history, and it deserves further in-
depth summary.

Research on Oral History Methodology from the Perspective of Historical Materialism //
Wang Yuping

Historical materialism is the fundamental guide for oral history research. To adhere to this approach in
oral interviews and oral history research, we must stick to the mass line, immersing ourselves in historical
contexts, and conducting historical analysis through connection, analysis, and synthesis of oral historical
materials. We must grasp the basic contradictions of oral history, that is, the contradictions between the
interviewer and the interviewee, oral narratives versus constructed narratives, and micro versus macro
perspectives. To adhere to historical materialism in oral interviews and oral history research, we must abide
by the basic principles of oral history research, namely the principles of subjectivity, intersubjectivity,
authenticity, and attention to details. Studying oral history based on historical materialism is the real
“path”.

Perspectives, Characteristics, and Limitations of Translated Works on Overseas Late Qing History
Research in the New Era // Zhang Deming

Since the New Era, a series of overseas works on the history of the late Qing Dynasty have been
translated and published in China, covering a wide range of topics, including politics, economy,
diplomacy, social culture, and many other aspects. This has had a certain impact on domestic academic
circles. Overseas studies of late Qing history often adopt novel perspectives, influenced by new social
history, new political history, new cultural history, global history, and other research trends. Most of these
translated works employ interdisciplinary methods for comparative research, emphasizing the use of foreign
historical materials. They combine those with Chinese materials to create vivid and readable historical
narratives. However, some of these works misunderstand or over-interpret historical materials. In terms of
theoretical paradigms, overseas studies on late Qing history, represented by the United States, have
experienced changes between different research paradigms such as “Impact-Response” , “ China-centric
view” , and “State-Society”. Occasionally, these studies have forced theoretical paradigms onto late Qing
history studies. Scholars in China should evaluate these translated overseas works on late Qing history
objectively and accelerate the introduction of the latest achievements from abroad. We should make more
efforts to strengthen the excavation and utilization of overseas historical materials, deepening the study of
late Qing history from various perspectives. We should not blindly follow and worship western theoretical
paradigms. Instead, we should expedite the construction of an independent knowledge system for late Qing
history research in China.

The Disenchantment and Reconstruction of Historical Figures: A Study Centered on the Research
of Alexander the Great by A. B. Bosworth // Cui Lina

Studies of historical figures constitute a foundational and core aspect of historical research. Due to the



