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cultivation and governance and reaching the goal of maintaining local stability. This ideology of governing,
along with its stage-by-stage practice, were the core logic of the Qing Dynasty’s borderland policies. The
Qing Dynasty achieved “ cultivate education and unify governance” through “ governing according to
customs”. Tt should be said that the former was the goal, and the latter was the bridge over which to
achieve the goal. This governance logic was mutually supportive and formed a grand strategy known as
“Qing Dynasty Solution” , representing valuable historical experience in border governance during the Qing
Dynasty. If we adopt a long-term view to rethink borderland governance during Qing Dynasty, we will find
that the “Qing Dynasty Solution” holds a significant position in Chinese history, and it deserves further in-
depth summary.

Research on Oral History Methodology from the Perspective of Historical Materialism //
Wang Yuping

Historical materialism is the fundamental guide for oral history research. To adhere to this approach in
oral interviews and oral history research, we must stick to the mass line, immersing ourselves in historical
contexts, and conducting historical analysis through connection, analysis, and synthesis of oral historical
materials. We must grasp the basic contradictions of oral history, that is, the contradictions between the
interviewer and the interviewee, oral narratives versus constructed narratives, and micro versus macro
perspectives. To adhere to historical materialism in oral interviews and oral history research, we must abide
by the basic principles of oral history research, namely the principles of subjectivity, intersubjectivity,
authenticity, and attention to details. Studying oral history based on historical materialism is the real
“path”.

Perspectives, Characteristics, and Limitations of Translated Works on Overseas Late Qing History
Research in the New Era // Zhang Deming

Since the New Era, a series of overseas works on the history of the late Qing Dynasty have been
translated and published in China, covering a wide range of topics, including politics, economy,
diplomacy, social culture, and many other aspects. This has had a certain impact on domestic academic
circles. Overseas studies of late Qing history often adopt novel perspectives, influenced by new social
history, new political history, new cultural history, global history, and other research trends. Most of these
translated works employ interdisciplinary methods for comparative research, emphasizing the use of foreign
historical materials. They combine those with Chinese materials to create vivid and readable historical
narratives. However, some of these works misunderstand or over-interpret historical materials. In terms of
theoretical paradigms, overseas studies on late Qing history, represented by the United States, have
experienced changes between different research paradigms such as “Impact-Response” , “ China-centric
view” , and “State-Society”. Occasionally, these studies have forced theoretical paradigms onto late Qing
history studies. Scholars in China should evaluate these translated overseas works on late Qing history
objectively and accelerate the introduction of the latest achievements from abroad. We should make more
efforts to strengthen the excavation and utilization of overseas historical materials, deepening the study of
late Qing history from various perspectives. We should not blindly follow and worship western theoretical
paradigms. Instead, we should expedite the construction of an independent knowledge system for late Qing
history research in China.

The Disenchantment and Reconstruction of Historical Figures: A Study Centered on the Research
of Alexander the Great by A. B. Bosworth // Cui Lina

Studies of historical figures constitute a foundational and core aspect of historical research. Due to the
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different eras, positions and points of view of researchers, studies of certain significant historical figures
often underwent a process of transformation, from construction, through disenchantment, to reconstruction.
A. B. Bosworth’s research on Alexander the Great was a typical example of this process of disenchantment
and reconstruction in historical figures studies. He corrected the idealized image of Alexander, often
portrayed under the “heroic tradition” mode of historical writing, and challenged the narrative paradigm
under which Alexander became a glorified “spreader of civilization”. Meanwhile, he reconstructed an
image of Alexander as a brutal and autocratic conqueror. This process of disenchantment and reconstruction
shattered the constructed heroic image of Alexander, leading to a historic reorientation in Alexander
studies. However, the image of Alexander in his works still remained one-sided and biased, and his
methods had not completely escaped from the “heroic tradition”. Only by placing Alexander fully within
the historical context of the fourth century BCE can we more objectively understand his role in the
development of world history.

Cheng Jing’s Research on Marxist Historiography // Li Changyin, Li Jiahuang

Cheng Jing was an important pioneer in the field of Marxist historiography in China. However,
scholars today have not fully recognized his contributions. Influenced by the trends of Marxist thought,
Cheng adhered to “the faith in the materialistic view of history” in the early 1920s, and thereafter applied
this doctrine in specific historical research. From 1928 to 1933, he successively proposed a series of views
on social forms, such as the primitive society evolving from clans to tribes, the tribal nature of the Yin and
Shang, the feudal society of the Western Zhou, and the variation of the feudal society in the Eastern Zhou
and the period after the Qin Dynasty. He was among the early scholars who applied Marxism in the study
of Chinese social history. In addition, he published a series of articles on the history of Chinese
philosophy, not only exploring the history of pre-Qin philosophy from the perspective of the relationship
between thought and doctrines and the historical eras, but also examining the history of modern Chinese
philosophy from the perspective of the origin and evolution of thought. In the history of Marxist
historiography in China, Cheng Jing’s unique significance lies in the fact that he broke through the
limitations of Chinese positivist historiography from within the camp and advanced the academic path of

Chinese Marxist historiography .

The Clash of Civilizations or Conflicts of Politics?: An Intellectual Historical Interpretation of the
“Clash of Civilizations” Theory // Wang Rui

In the 1990s, Samuel Huntington proposed the “clash of civilizations” theory with a fundamental goal
to reassess the internal and external environments that the United States was facing. When thinking about
civilization, he often defined the relationship between Western and non-Western civilizations through an
enemy vs. friend dynamic. From a historical perspective, this was in line with the civilization theory that
had served as the ideological discourse of Western colonial expansion in modern times. Confronted with the
increasing influence of cultural pluralism in American society after World War II, Huntington was
concerned with a huge rift that emerged within Western civilization, worrying that it would lead to a
political crisis and ultimately to the fading of America’s national identity. In his view, in addition to the
irreconcilable conflict between and among civilizations in the future, the cultural civil wars within the
civilization induced by cultural pluralism demanded more attention. To understand the spiritual roots of
America’s internal and external policies, it is helpful to re-read Huntington from the perspective of
intellectual history, to place his discourse against the background of the unprecedented changes of the last

hundred years, and to place his words within the corresponding historical context.



