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different eras, positions and points of view of researchers, studies of certain significant historical figures
often underwent a process of transformation, from construction, through disenchantment, to reconstruction.
A. B. Bosworth’s research on Alexander the Great was a typical example of this process of disenchantment
and reconstruction in historical figures studies. He corrected the idealized image of Alexander, often
portrayed under the “heroic tradition” mode of historical writing, and challenged the narrative paradigm
under which Alexander became a glorified “spreader of civilization”. Meanwhile, he reconstructed an
image of Alexander as a brutal and autocratic conqueror. This process of disenchantment and reconstruction
shattered the constructed heroic image of Alexander, leading to a historic reorientation in Alexander
studies. However, the image of Alexander in his works still remained one-sided and biased, and his
methods had not completely escaped from the “heroic tradition”. Only by placing Alexander fully within
the historical context of the fourth century BCE can we more objectively understand his role in the
development of world history.

Cheng Jing’s Research on Marxist Historiography // Li Changyin, Li Jiahuang

Cheng Jing was an important pioneer in the field of Marxist historiography in China. However,
scholars today have not fully recognized his contributions. Influenced by the trends of Marxist thought,
Cheng adhered to “the faith in the materialistic view of history” in the early 1920s, and thereafter applied
this doctrine in specific historical research. From 1928 to 1933, he successively proposed a series of views
on social forms, such as the primitive society evolving from clans to tribes, the tribal nature of the Yin and
Shang, the feudal society of the Western Zhou, and the variation of the feudal society in the Eastern Zhou
and the period after the Qin Dynasty. He was among the early scholars who applied Marxism in the study
of Chinese social history. In addition, he published a series of articles on the history of Chinese
philosophy, not only exploring the history of pre-Qin philosophy from the perspective of the relationship
between thought and doctrines and the historical eras, but also examining the history of modern Chinese
philosophy from the perspective of the origin and evolution of thought. In the history of Marxist
historiography in China, Cheng Jing’s unique significance lies in the fact that he broke through the
limitations of Chinese positivist historiography from within the camp and advanced the academic path of

Chinese Marxist historiography .

The Clash of Civilizations or Conflicts of Politics?: An Intellectual Historical Interpretation of the
“Clash of Civilizations” Theory // Wang Rui

In the 1990s, Samuel Huntington proposed the “clash of civilizations” theory with a fundamental goal
to reassess the internal and external environments that the United States was facing. When thinking about
civilization, he often defined the relationship between Western and non-Western civilizations through an
enemy vs. friend dynamic. From a historical perspective, this was in line with the civilization theory that
had served as the ideological discourse of Western colonial expansion in modern times. Confronted with the
increasing influence of cultural pluralism in American society after World War II, Huntington was
concerned with a huge rift that emerged within Western civilization, worrying that it would lead to a
political crisis and ultimately to the fading of America’s national identity. In his view, in addition to the
irreconcilable conflict between and among civilizations in the future, the cultural civil wars within the
civilization induced by cultural pluralism demanded more attention. To understand the spiritual roots of
America’s internal and external policies, it is helpful to re-read Huntington from the perspective of
intellectual history, to place his discourse against the background of the unprecedented changes of the last

hundred years, and to place his words within the corresponding historical context.



