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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Historical Reflections on Chinese Marxist Historiography and Its New Beginning // Chen Feng

At present, the construction of Marxist historiography is a creative work. It must highlight the Chinese
characteristics and Chinese style, rather than just promote, apply, or implant basic principles. Chinese
Marxist historiography must get rid of the shackles of universalist narratives and identify and restore the
particularities of Chinese history through meticulous positivist research and empirical study. Truly liberate
itself from the shadow of Soviet-style dogmatism, we must take its own path, overcome the long-standing
inertia and intellectual laziness; we must take internationalization as foundation to maintain the greatest
openness and inclusiveness. The development of Chinese Marxist historiography cannot be separated from the
criticism, reformation, and transformation of traditional historiography. Returning to academicization, we

must follow the superior and sophisticated path to studying issues at the frontiers of international scholarship.

Accepting What Is Wrong as Right: Revisiting “ Customary Law” and “Folk Law” in China
// Sun Kang

Taking the Qing Dynasty as the starting point, one would argue that concepts such as “customary law”
and its derivative “folk law” could not be applied to China, no matter in conceptual, historical, and
practical dimensions. The concept of “customary law” has been rigidly transplanted to China, while “folk
law” is a deliberately constructed term. The approach of applying them to China is oversimplistic, only
relying on western ideas from disciplines such as those of legal anthropology, legal sociology and others.
Normative investigation of the concrete interaction mode between the official and the folk has been absent.
The lack of dynamic perspectives leads to confusion, and thus the research approach needs to be refined.
This study shows that Confucian officials tended to adopt flexible educational means. On the basis of
maintaining the clan order with family ethics as the appearance, they expanded and regulated neighborhood
orders, commercial orders, and more. In doing so, they allowed the Han people some limited autonomy in
the areas where they lived. This degree of autonomy should not be exaggerated, so much so to become
disassociated from the government negating the interaction between the two. To be precise, there are at
least two ways to develop a more accurate understanding of “customary law” and “folk law” : one is to
recognize the dynamic process of customary regularization, and the norm pattern of “local law-folk
stipulations-folk custom” at the local level; the other is to pay attention to the relationship of specific rights

and obligations represented by customary rights.
A Review of Studies on the Criminal History of Ancient China. Between Criminal History and
Legal History // Yuan Yuan

Since the reform and opening up, studies of the criminal history of ancient China has been emerged

and continued to developing steadily, adopting legal history and social history as its main approaches. The



