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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Historical Reflections on Chinese Marxist Historiography and Its New Beginning // Chen Feng

At present, the construction of Marxist historiography is a creative work. It must highlight the Chinese
characteristics and Chinese style, rather than just promote, apply, or implant basic principles. Chinese
Marxist historiography must get rid of the shackles of universalist narratives and identify and restore the
particularities of Chinese history through meticulous positivist research and empirical study. Truly liberate
itself from the shadow of Soviet-style dogmatism, we must take its own path, overcome the long-standing
inertia and intellectual laziness; we must take internationalization as foundation to maintain the greatest
openness and inclusiveness. The development of Chinese Marxist historiography cannot be separated from the
criticism, reformation, and transformation of traditional historiography. Returning to academicization, we

must follow the superior and sophisticated path to studying issues at the frontiers of international scholarship.

Accepting What Is Wrong as Right: Revisiting “ Customary Law” and “Folk Law” in China
// Sun Kang

Taking the Qing Dynasty as the starting point, one would argue that concepts such as “customary law”
and its derivative “folk law” could not be applied to China, no matter in conceptual, historical, and
practical dimensions. The concept of “customary law” has been rigidly transplanted to China, while “folk
law” is a deliberately constructed term. The approach of applying them to China is oversimplistic, only
relying on western ideas from disciplines such as those of legal anthropology, legal sociology and others.
Normative investigation of the concrete interaction mode between the official and the folk has been absent.
The lack of dynamic perspectives leads to confusion, and thus the research approach needs to be refined.
This study shows that Confucian officials tended to adopt flexible educational means. On the basis of
maintaining the clan order with family ethics as the appearance, they expanded and regulated neighborhood
orders, commercial orders, and more. In doing so, they allowed the Han people some limited autonomy in
the areas where they lived. This degree of autonomy should not be exaggerated, so much so to become
disassociated from the government negating the interaction between the two. To be precise, there are at
least two ways to develop a more accurate understanding of “customary law” and “folk law” : one is to
recognize the dynamic process of customary regularization, and the norm pattern of “local law-folk
stipulations-folk custom” at the local level; the other is to pay attention to the relationship of specific rights

and obligations represented by customary rights.
A Review of Studies on the Criminal History of Ancient China. Between Criminal History and
Legal History // Yuan Yuan

Since the reform and opening up, studies of the criminal history of ancient China has been emerged

and continued to developing steadily, adopting legal history and social history as its main approaches. The
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emergence of the field is based on the abundant criminal historical materials produced in the legal system
and preserved in ancient historiography. It also benefits from applying legal history to criminal historical
materials. Criminal history has become a new way to study the history of legal system. This is mainly
reflected in the following aspects: Firstly, the study of crimes through legal history adds a new angle and
facilities investigation into legislative control; Secondly, the study of criminal groups and their interaction
with society through social history broadens the scope of the social history of law, conducive to the
investigation into judicial practice. In order to promote the development of studies of criminal history, we
cannot just limit ourselves to microscopic and grassroots perspectives of social history, but also to grasp the
variability and overall characteristics of ancient society at the macro-level. We need to pay more attention to

the approaches of political history and cultural history.

The “Colonial Situation” Theory and the Turn of French Colonial History // Wang Wenfei

In the 1990s, the “colonial situation” theory was applied in the field of French history to criticize the
bias of the post-colonial historiography for antagonizing the colonizer and the colonized and ignoring the
diversity of colonial social backgrounds. At the same time, it emphasizes the total impact of colonialism,
not just changes in form of political and economic domination, but also profound social changes and cultural
transformations. Influenced by this theory, the study of French colonial history in recent years has mainly
focuses on three aspects: firstly, to change the general, vague, and non-active inherent image of the
colonized, emphasizing the dynamic of colonial societies; secondly, to bridge the narrative gap between
metropolis and colonies, paying attention to the internal circulation of empires; thirdly, to transcend spatial
limitations of the colonial empire and attach importance to the circulation of people, materials, and ideas
among empires. The “colonial situation” theory is converged with the rise of new imperial history and the
global turn in historiography, which has jointly contributed to an important development in the study of

French colonial history.

The Origin and Evolution of Marxist Historiography in Egypt in the Twentieth Century //
Zhao Yueqing

Marxist historiography in Egypt is an important part of Middle East historiography but with its
distinctive features. In viewing history as the result of class struggle, it analyzes Egypt’s social-economic
conditions and political structure from the perspective of historical materialism. The twentieth century was a
crucial historical period for the emergence and development of Marxist historiography in this country. It is
built upon the response of historical writing to colonialism, class struggle, and social reality. Marxist
historiography in Egypt not only continued the application of classical Marxist principles, but also expands
the scope of dissemination of Marxist Sinicization beyond China in foreign lands. lIts historical evolution has
experienced various stages from being trends of social thought to evolving into schools of historiography,
from sticking to dogmatism to pursuing theoretical innovation, as well as from promoting class struggle to
embracing anti-extremism. The study of twentieth-century Egyptian Marxist historiography has certain
theoretical significance and practical value for promoting construction of historical discourse system with

Chinese characteristics.

Analysis on Miyazaki Ichisada’s “Tang-Song Transformation Theory” // Sun Bo

Miyazaki Ichisada further developed “The Theory of the Modern Song Dynasty” (also known as “The



