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Tang-Song Transformation Theory” ), a hypothesis proposed by his teacher Natio Konan, one that has far-
reaching influence in studies of the history of the Song Dynasty. Miyazaki Ichisada followed the historical
periodization approach originated in Europe, dividing the history of East Asia into three periods including
the ancient, the medieval, and the modern times, and he argued that the Song Dynasty was the beginning
of the modern times. In this case, the two main core arguments held by Miyazaki Ichisada are “political
unification” and “ nationalist movement. ” However, ancient Chinese dynasties regarded all “under the
heaven” as the ruling area on their own terms, which is different from the “territory” in modern states. The
principle political philosophy “the Great Unification” was not limited to territorial unification. Hence, the
invasion of territory in modern times cannot prove the “progressive nature” and “leadership” of ancient
dynasties. Moreover, the ancient Chinese perspective of “Yi” and “Xia” was in direct contrast to
nationalism in modern times. Miyazaki Ichisada exaggerated antithesis between the “Yi” and “Xia” in the
Song Dynasty and deemed it as just cause for military conflicts, whose goal, as revealed, was to justify

Japan’s invasion of China.

Zhu Qianzhi’s Road to Marxism // Yin Feifei

Anarchist Zhu Qianzhi’s road to Maxism was a process of critical engagement with research and peeling
of the layers to discover the truth. During the May Fourth Movement, Zhu criticized Marx’s theory of
proletarian revolution from an anarchist perspective. Yet he emphasized the great importance of workers and
peasants and adhered to the communism of great harmony, which was in tune with the basic ideas in Marxist
revolution. After returning from studying in Japan, he analyzed materialist dialectics from the standpoint of
philosophy of life, and his recognition of the critical and revolutionary nature of dialectics became an
academic linkage that connected him with Marxism. Through social and cultural pursuit of saving the nation
during the Anti-Japanese War, he developed a clear vision of the dialectical relationship between social
existence and social consciousness, theory and practice, and drew more ideological resources from historical
materialism. After the founding of the People’s Republic of China, ideological discourse played a great role in
promoting the institutionalization and organization in transformation of Chinese intellectuals. However, it is
the academic interaction between “criticism and research” and the profound understanding of social reality

that served as the driving force for Zhu Qianzhi to embrace Marxism ultimately.

Hu Qiaomu’s Theoretical Reflections on the Writing of the Communist Party History in the Age of
Opening-up and Reform // Zhang Lianyong

After the reform and opening-up, Hu Qiaomu offered a systematic overview of significant issues in
Communist Party History. He argued that, based on critical examination of lessons from the past, the
writing of Communist Party History should serve the scientific development of politics and become a
theoretical weapon for ideological struggle. He argued that one should embrace scientific views and adopt
scientific methods to scientifically interpretating various fundamental issues in the history of the Party. He
also called a return from the vivid and rich style in writing to the fundamental questions in Party History.
He believed that historical narratives could not offer a comprehensive view of Party History. Only by
clarifying its dominant themes, exhibiting its significant personalities and events within macro narratives,
and re-exploring the historical processes that were overlooked in previous research approaches, could the

writing of Party History return to its original course.



