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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Rational Reflections on Historical Nihilism Evolution in the Past Ten Years // Chen Tian

As an ideological trend of fallacy, historical nihilism has spread in our country for more than 40 years
since the reform and opening-up, showing obvious characteristics of our times. During the past ten years,
the development trend of historical nihilism has been in gradual decline. Its main sphere of influence has
been shifted to the Internet, where it continuously evolved, transformed and upgraded with artificial
intelligence. This evolution is by no means accidental. Tt is closely related to the profound changes in the
situation at home and abroad, the refutes of historical nihilism of the CPC Central Committee and all sectors
of society, the development of information technology, and the penetration of capital. To prevent and resist
the spread of historical nihilism in the new era, we need to continue to carry forward the spirit of struggle,
to unite our efforts to promote the socialist modernization construction, to accelerate the construction of the
discourse system of historical theory with Chinese characteristics. At the same time, we need to pay
attention to the use of information technology to enhance the state capacity of governance and form a long-
term coordination mechanism to resist historical nihilism.

A New Study of the System of Imperial Diaries in the Northern Wei Dynasty // Cao Ganghua,
Liv Xinyu

At the beginning of the Northern Wei Dynasty, the system of Imperial Diaries did not exist. It was not
until the fifteenth year of the Taihe (491 C. E. ) that Emperor Xiaowen established professional officials
and imitated the Liu-Song Dynasty to set up the Jishu Ministry (i. e. Emperor’s attendant consulting
agency ) , which was in charge of imperial diaries. This changed the practice of imperial diaries written by
the historiographer in the Western Jin, Eastern Jin, and Southern Dynasties. This was not only evidence for
Emperor Xiaowen’s attempts to eradicate Hu people’s influence and strengthen imperial power control, but
also a reflection of demand of the Northern Wei Dynasty and the Southern Dynasty to seek their position in
orthodox Chinese historiography. In the later period of the Northern Wei Dynasty, the system of imperial
diaries was gradually institutionalized , but political turmoil led to decline of imperial power and of the status
of the Jishu Ministry. By then, the system only existed in name.

The Theoretical Characteristics and Practical Approaches of Social Intellectual History //
Luo Jiangiu

The so-called “social intellectual history”is rooted in the spirits of Chinese culture, and its rise was
driven by the inherent demands to advance the field of intellectual history. It aims to transcend disciplinary
boundaries, examining the evolution, dissemination, and transition of the scholarly world through the
perspective of social history. Social intellectual history investigates the mutual effect and interaction
between academic and society from multiple dimensions, based on evidential studies. It emphasizes the
genealogies or networks of unofficial learning and the variation of intellectual history. It shifts its focus of
research from intellectual history and history of ideas to social history. There are several important
approaches of social intellectual history such as lineage discourse, scholarly networks, and especially the
emotional and mentality history of scholars. As a methodology-oriented new branch, social intellectual
history shows the consciousness of methodology, which is beneficial to extend the depth and breadth of
intellectual history.



