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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

A Tenacious Pursuit of Knowledge and an Inquisitive Mind for Ideas: A Conversation with Jin
Chongji // Jin Chongji Jin Zhixia

Jin Chongji born in Shanghai in 1930 is among the first generation of historians educated in the
People’ s Republic of China. Jin has long been engaged in the research of the history of modern China
Party history and PRC history. His representative works include History of the 1911 Revolution ( co-authored
with Hu Shengwu) An Outline of Chinese History in the Twentieth Century The Turning Year: China’ s
1947  Life and Death: The Chinese Communist Party’ s Choice of the Road The Decisive Baitle: How Mao
Zedong and Chiang Kai-shek Responded to the Three Great Baittles etc. He is also chief editor of the
biographies of many Party leaders such as Mao Zedong Zhou Enlai Liu Shaoqi Zhu De and Chen Yun.
He has won the China Book Award the China Publishing Government Award and the Guo Moruo History
Award for many times.

The Divergences and Convergences of Historiographical Genres in the Eastern Zhou Dynasty //
Chen Hongchao

The Eastern Zhou Dynasty was a period of great transformation in Chinese history and dramatic
changes took place in various fields. In terms of historiography the writing of official histories declined
with the disintegration of moral orders and historiographical genres were shaped by the new environment
and new trends of thought thus evolving into various new formats. At the same time these works were
constantly colliding and blending with each another in the process of copying collating editing and
revising by generations. The differentiation and integration of the historical styles of the Eastern Zhou
Dynasty not only reflects the change of writing genres of history books but also was one of the important
turning points in the development of ancient Chinese historiography from infancy to maturity. This process
laid the foundation for development and perfection of historical styles of the time and in late generations
and also uplifted the significance and value of historical writings.

Towards the Fiverites: The Changes and Significances of the Official History “Rites” in the Han
and Tang Dynasties // Wu Lingjie

“Rites” annal{ ‘Li-Yi-Zhi”) is the most important and traditional section of official histories. But it
exhibits different characteristics over the time. In terms of style historians during the Han dynasty often
adopted a dual system to record the ritual system. But they adopted a unified system in the WeiJin
dynasties. In terms of content with the collapse of the Han dynasty the knowledge and style of study in
the Wei and Jin dynasties which made people change their views on what ritual was at that time. They
therefore expanded the section on Li and Yi. They found difficult to continue using the dual system and
they invented the five rites system. However due to the farwreaching influence of the Han dynasty
historians did not accept the five rites system in the official hsitory works. Only by the publication of the
official histories of the five dynasties in the Tang dynasty Wudai shizhi did the five-rites system become
the mainstream genre for official histories.



