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An Analysis of the Ideological Foundation of the Consciousness of the Chinese Nation as One United
Community // Duan Jinsheng Jiang Zhenghu

The consciousness of the Chinese nation as one united community is a complex concept formed by the
combination of history and reality ideas and practices. The confrontation and “competition to annihilate ”
between the Yi ( ethnic groups) and the Xia ( Han people) in the pre-Qin period evolved into interaction
and integration between the two and eventually formed a larger and more stable union. The pre-Qin
concept of “Tianxia” ( all under heaven) was a root in forming the ideological foundation for the Chinese
nation and the belief of the Chinese nation as one united community. The changes in its manifestations and
meaning underwent two stages before and after the Qin demarcation. In this process it evolved into an
order that included and integrated both the Huaxia people ( Han) and the Siyi ( ethnic groups). To fully
understand the social order between Hua and Yi in the transition of the two stages before and after the Qin
one needs to focus on the guiding role of the concept of Tianxia.

Engaging in the Medieval Sensory History: Theory Practice and Perspective // Dong Ziyun

Since the 1980s the study of sensory history or history of the senses has increasingly attracted much
attention in the international scholarly community. Thanks to the efforts of scholars such as David Howes
and Constance Classen sensory history is now grounded with a theoretical foundation. According to their
theoretical framework sensory history is essentially a sociocultural approach to the senses and sensoria in
history. Sensory history focuses on the changes and diversities of emotional models and emotional orders
with a special emphasis on multi-sensoriality rather than single sensory. Specifically with regard to the
history of medieval Western Europe the theme of the five senses in theology and literature has been under
intensive study. At present the practice of medieval sensory history has been productive but there is also
the risk of its “etiolation”. To avoid potential pitfalls and to deepen our understanding of the social and
cultural significance of the senses future researchers may need to combine sensory history with socio—
economic history history of political culture and history of legal culture.

Historical Universality in Microhistorical Studies: Rethinking Carlo Ginzburg’ s Theories on
Microhistory // Li Gen

Based on the conceptual approaches of “normal exceptions” and “evidential paradigms” Carlo
Ginzburg has demonstrated the rationality of revealing historical universality from abnormal exceptions. In
view of the signs of coercion and inducement in judicial files he infers that abnormal cases may imply a
general phenomenon deliberately suppressed i.e.  “normal exceptions”. The concept of “normal
exceptions” contains speculative elements but Ginzburg reinforces the reliability of such speculation with
the concept of “evidential paradigm”. These two concepts allow Ginzburg to work on microhistory without
excessive reliance on anthropological models and to focus more on the “historian’ s craft”. However the
method of conjecture contradicts the positivist principle of historiography and its rationality remains to be
debated. Microhistory has not yet achieved the task of discussing the universal question on its own. The
combination of micro and macro remains the most feasible strategy to tackle this issue.

Beyond the Dichotomy of Eastern and Western Cultures: Koji lizuka’ s Theory on World History
/1 Tu Jiexin

Koji lizuka started his theoretical work on world history in the context of rising conflicts between
Eastern and Western cultures in Japan during World War 1. His theory further developed into maturity in
the post-war times. He based his inquiry in the perspective of geography and he took the concepts of the
“Orient” and the “Occident” back into the historical context. In trying to overcome the “Western
Centrism” he also went beyond the theoretical framework of cultural dichotomy between the East and the
West providing a new perspective for post-war Japan to understand world history. In addition Koji
lizuka” s exploration of world history theory from the perspective of geography also contains distinct
interdisciplinary characteristics.



