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His strong critical thinking allows him to identify some institutional flaws in the financial system of the

dynasty and some of his conclusions are still quite enlightening to scholars today.

The University of the Witwatersrand History Workshop and the Rise of Social History in South
Africa // Li Pengiao

In the 1970s social history studies in South Africa flourished in the context of the increasingly fierce
anti-apartheid struggle especially represented by the History Workshop at the University of the
Witwatersrand Johannesburg. The Wits University History Workshop was deeply influenced by Marxist
historiography and universal African historiography while representing its own distinctive features. The
Wits University History Workshop had actively promoted a “bottom-up” approach to social history writing
taking history as a tool for anti-apartheid struggle. It strived to awaken the black people to think about their
own historical status and to remember their historical mission. The workshop had greatly induced the rise of
social history studies in this country and it occupies an important place in the development of contemporary

South African historiography.

On the Construction of Macro-narratives in Western Microhistory // Wang Chaoqun

Microhistory is often considered to be the opposite of macrohistory and therefore regarded as
synonymous with the “fragmentation” of historical research. However this is not the case. In fact micro
historians are active in constructing macro historical narratives while focusing on historical details. They
have proposed the concepts of “normal exception” and “variable scale” as the theoretical basis of their
macro-narratives. In practice they have established the connections between micro-devel macro-evel
and even globaldevel in history through identifying individual-society correlation using symbolic
metaphors tracing changes and offering thick description and comparison to name some examples. Their
effort to connect microhistorical research and macrohistorical narrative is closely related to the pluralist
academic context in which they lived. The entangled relationship between microhistory and macrohistory
especially within the framework of global history is instructive for us to step out of “fragmented” history

and to establish a dialectical and pluralistic historical cognitive model.

How Can Historians Change the World ? Zheng Tianting “s Historical Practice and Its
Significance // Hu Wer Zhao Xingsheng

In order to carry forward the extraordinary tradition of Chinese historiography especially of modern
Marxist historiography we need to pay equal attention to study general theories and to excavate historians”
individual practices. By doing so we can set up examples and offer guidance for future researchers.
Historian Zheng Tianting$ practice is a good example. He had a systematic and comprehensive view on how
to apply scholarship to changing the world: his “observation of the world” was to focus on national welfare
and people “s livelihood; his “living by the world” was to follow the general trend of times; his
“involvement in the world” was characterized by his excellent skills of applying scholarship to worldly
practice by his respect of moral values such as loyalty to the country and forgiveness to the enemies and
by his attentiveness to people’s living need. His practice inspires us that academic research needs to be
combined with concrete practice and that for a scholar while individual scholarship is important indeed

public contributions by ways of worldly application are equally indispensable.



