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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Orientations and Trends of Chinese Revolutionary History Research: Rethinking “New

Revolutionary History” // Zhang Taiyuan

In recent years the “New Revolutionary History” has become a hot topic in the field of historical
theory. There are mainly two obivious academic orientations: one is to transform foreign theory into local
practice; the other is to generalize from the specific and to draw “big” arguments from “small” content.
Yet it is worth noting that through a series of discussion and “clarification” the “orientation” in the early
stage of the “New Revolutionary History” and the actual “trend” eventually diverged. It seems that the
perspectives and methods of social history emphasized cannot cover all the aspects of Chinese revolutionary
history. More approaches are perhaps in need to promote studies of Chinese revolutionary history. Only by
studying the history of Chinese revolution in a multi-erientated multideveled and multi-dimensional way
we can understand the internal logic and external outlook of Chinese revolution. Only by doing so we can
reveal the aspects that has not been noticed but significant to restore the true face of the revolution for future
generations and create conditions for further exploring the general principles of Chinese revolution.

Medieval Europe and the Medieval World: A Discussion from the Perspective of the Unity of
Historical Diversity // Hou Shudong

The nature of history is the unity of diversity and so is it of the medieval world. The various
countries regions and nations of the medieval world were all special in having their own unique patterns of
historical evolution. However we should not understand these “particularities” in the absolute sense
because they were all subjected to the common structure and rules of the medieval world. Modern
civilization originated in Northwestern Europe. It is this fact that drives some scholars to stress the
fundamental and even absolute differences between Western and non-Western histories and cultures. As a
result to varying degrees Medieval Europe has been placed at the center of the historical narratives of the
origin of “modernity”. Faced with the infinitely rich historical differences of the medieval world historians
ought to think further: do these differences support the assertion that the medieval world consisted of
heterogeneous societies or did these societies share some fundamental characters? Only by adopting
historical materialism can historians develop a conscious view of world history to better answer these
questions and avoid falling into the trap of the “hindsight of history” in historical interpretation.

Main Themes of Japanese Scholarship on the Environmental History of the War of Aggression
Against China // Chen Xiang Tsukase Susumu

The study of the Japanese War of Aggression Against China has always been a hot topic in Japanese
academic circles and one of its recent trends is environmental history research. We can divide the rise of
this scholarly approach into three stages. In studies of China’s social and economic history after World War
I Japanese scholars only took the environment as a background factor of historical events and social
evolution history or a side mentioned in the study. In the 1980s as environmental problems became more
and more prominent scholars in Japan began to establish the relationship between “environment and society ”
in their studies of the War of Aggression Against China thus highlighting the significance of the environmental
factors. In the twentyfirst century as a group of scholars embraced and adopted environmental history as a
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research method they studied the impact of the War on the environment and the subsequent impact of the
environment on Chinese society from an interdisciplinary and multi-dimensional perspective. By identifying the
long-term trend of Japanese scholarship on this issue we can also promote the academic reflection on the study
of the War from the perspective of environmental history within Chinese scholarly community.

Between Continents: The Evolution of Red Sea Historiography // Wang Tao Huang Shishun

Ocean—centered research on the hisotry of the Red Sea is on the rise. Over the time people’s
understanding of the Red Sea has become an important prerequisite for studies of the history of the Red
Sea. From the middle of the eighteenth century to the beginning of the twentieth century historical
research on the Red Sea in Europe and America proposed a great diversity of topics. Since the 1930s the
perspectives of research on the hisotry of the Red Sea has been inspired by the rise of general history and
environmental history and pivoted its course. The Red Sea has transformed from the “background” to the
“subject” for historical studies. After the 1990s influenced by the view of global history historians re—
examined the land-based historical view which gave rise to “New Red Sea History”. Based on the global
regional and national perspectives researchers put forward issues such as historical studies from
“connectivity” to “mobility”  proposing a “network ” based historical approach. They also discuss the
formation of Red Sea identity. While experimenting with new paradigms researchers also explore new
directions for Red Sea historical studies.

A Critical Review of Contemporary Chinese Women’s History in the United States // Chu Yanhong

In the second half of the 20th century the research on contemporary Chinese women’s history in
American academia developed rapidly and productive achievements were made in the construction of
women’s images activity space and women’s development. The extensive use of theories and methods of
oral history ethnographic research and gender paradigm constituted the basic characteristic in this field in
the United States. Under the joint action of the specific social context and many cultural and academic
trends the basic visage of the contemporary Chinese women’s history research in the United States was
shaped. Chinese scholars should critically draw on the methods and theories from American studies on
contemporary Chinese women’s history think about the possibilities and disadvantages of the American
analytical framework applied to Chinese studies identify the insights and biases of the perspectives from
American feminist studies on the development of contemporary Chinese women and explore the
construction of a multivariate analysis framework for the study of contemporary Chinese women’s history.

The Use and Significance of the Term “Theory of History” in the Chinese Context // Lian Min

The use of the term lishi lilun in the Chinese context is still lack of clarity which would potentially
restrict the development of historical theories in China. The term lishi lilun did not exist in ancient China
and the two-syllable words such as lilun ( theory) and lishi ( history) gradually appeared during the Song
and Ming Dynasties. The concept “theory of history” was introduced from the West to China in modern
times and it highlighted its Marxist impulse for a social revolution in contemporary China. After the
founding of the People’s Republic of China until today the connotations of the concept of “theory of
history” has been largely developed in the following four aspects including how to develop the scientific
study of history through Marxism and Leninism how to reform historical studies how to learn from the
extraordinary legacy of traditional Chinese historiography and how to interpret the classics correctly. Thus
“theory of history” was an imported foreign concept in modern China with Marxism as its main connotation
and it has been continuously sinicized.

On the Rise and Fall of the Song Dynasty and Its Historiographical Significance // Hu Chuqing

The theory of rise and fall is both an important content in ancient Chinese historiography and a
significant topic for us to study today. This theory originated very early in the ancient China and its



