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research method they studied the impact of the War on the environment and the subsequent impact of the
environment on Chinese society from an interdisciplinary and multi-dimensional perspective. By identifying the
long-term trend of Japanese scholarship on this issue we can also promote the academic reflection on the study
of the War from the perspective of environmental history within Chinese scholarly community.

Between Continents: The Evolution of Red Sea Historiography // Wang Tao Huang Shishun

Ocean—centered research on the hisotry of the Red Sea is on the rise. Over the time people’s
understanding of the Red Sea has become an important prerequisite for studies of the history of the Red
Sea. From the middle of the eighteenth century to the beginning of the twentieth century historical
research on the Red Sea in Europe and America proposed a great diversity of topics. Since the 1930s the
perspectives of research on the hisotry of the Red Sea has been inspired by the rise of general history and
environmental history and pivoted its course. The Red Sea has transformed from the “background” to the
“subject” for historical studies. After the 1990s influenced by the view of global history historians re—
examined the land-based historical view which gave rise to “New Red Sea History”. Based on the global
regional and national perspectives researchers put forward issues such as historical studies from
“connectivity” to “mobility”  proposing a “network ” based historical approach. They also discuss the
formation of Red Sea identity. While experimenting with new paradigms researchers also explore new
directions for Red Sea historical studies.

A Critical Review of Contemporary Chinese Women’s History in the United States // Chu Yanhong

In the second half of the 20th century the research on contemporary Chinese women’s history in
American academia developed rapidly and productive achievements were made in the construction of
women’s images activity space and women’s development. The extensive use of theories and methods of
oral history ethnographic research and gender paradigm constituted the basic characteristic in this field in
the United States. Under the joint action of the specific social context and many cultural and academic
trends the basic visage of the contemporary Chinese women’s history research in the United States was
shaped. Chinese scholars should critically draw on the methods and theories from American studies on
contemporary Chinese women’s history think about the possibilities and disadvantages of the American
analytical framework applied to Chinese studies identify the insights and biases of the perspectives from
American feminist studies on the development of contemporary Chinese women and explore the
construction of a multivariate analysis framework for the study of contemporary Chinese women’s history.

The Use and Significance of the Term “Theory of History” in the Chinese Context // Lian Min

The use of the term lishi lilun in the Chinese context is still lack of clarity which would potentially
restrict the development of historical theories in China. The term lishi lilun did not exist in ancient China
and the two-syllable words such as lilun ( theory) and lishi ( history) gradually appeared during the Song
and Ming Dynasties. The concept “theory of history” was introduced from the West to China in modern
times and it highlighted its Marxist impulse for a social revolution in contemporary China. After the
founding of the People’s Republic of China until today the connotations of the concept of “theory of
history” has been largely developed in the following four aspects including how to develop the scientific
study of history through Marxism and Leninism how to reform historical studies how to learn from the
extraordinary legacy of traditional Chinese historiography and how to interpret the classics correctly. Thus
“theory of history” was an imported foreign concept in modern China with Marxism as its main connotation
and it has been continuously sinicized.

On the Rise and Fall of the Song Dynasty and Its Historiographical Significance // Hu Chuqing

The theory of rise and fall is both an important content in ancient Chinese historiography and a
significant topic for us to study today. This theory originated very early in the ancient China and its
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discussion became especially active in the Song Dynasty. Not only did the scope and scale develop sharply

but some conventional topics were also discussed unusually showing a strong flavor of the times as a
whole. In a broader sense this discussion was the embodiment of the Song Dynasty reflecting many social
problems. More importantly it occupied a prominent place in the development in the history of ancient
Chinese historiography and ancient Chinese historical theory. It can be said that the theory of the rise and
fall in the Song dynasty reached a new peak in the ancient China. It had a unique value for the study of the
history of the Song dynasty the ancient Chinese historiography and the ancient Chinese historical theory.

The Grand Canal Management and Institutional Collaboration in the Yongzheng Reign //
Tian Yiping

The governance of the Grand Canal is an important manifestation of the nation’s governance capacity.
The Qing Dynasty was a period of great success in the management of the Grand Canal. In order to manage
the river affairs Emperor Yongzheng carried out a series of institutional reforms. This was mainly
manifested in two aspects: on the one hand vigorously rectifying the malpractices existing in the
governance of the canal in the last years of Emperor Kangxi; on the other hand through the reform of canal
management coordinating the relationship between river officials and local officials and integrated the two
institutions into one. After that the role of the Grand Canal in economic and political aspects had been
effectively improved and the stability and development of the Grand Unification regime of the Qing Dynasty
had been effectively maintained.

Cultural Self-awareness and the Writing of the History of World Civilizations // Liu Wenming

In the shadow of “Western—centrism” all the historical writings of world civilizations in the West in
the nineteenth century more or less exhibited an exaggerated and elevated sense of the “self” centered on
Europe. By contrast as an imported product the history of world civilizations was manifested in the loss of
“self” centered on Europe in the early twentieth-century China. However some Western scholars also
started to critically examine Western civilization in their studies of history and changed from a Western—
centric view to an equal and interactive view. Oswald Spengler’s The Decline of the West Arnold Toynbee’s
A Study of History and William McNeill's The Rise of the West and other works played an important role in
this progress. As scholars explored the “new history” of civilization in the twentieth-century China they
sought to understand China in the context of world civilizations such as Zhang Guoren’s Outline of the
History of World Culture and Ma Keyao’s History of World Civilizations they have exemplified how Chinese
scholars could reinforce their “cultural self-awareness ” in writing the history of world civilizations.
“Cultural self-awareness” is an important foundation for writing a proper history of world civilizations.

The Characteristics and Changes of Shi Nianhai’s Chinese Historical Ethnic Geography Research //
Zhang Bo

Since the 1930s Shi Nianhai had been focusing on historical ethnic geography in his research in many
fields. Compared with research in the fields of political history and ethnic history he overcame the narrow
focuses of biological and ethnic connections and promoted an approach to placing the issue within the
context of the diversified frontier geographical environment where various ethnic groups co-inhabited.
Through an interactive analysis of the relationship between human and environment and of the inter-ethnic
interactions he developed the method of dynamic analysis. He followed the changes in various geographical
units such as political borders agrarian and nomadic divides pastoral areas and ecological systems and
conducted in-depth research on issues such as changes in the spatial distribution of ethnic groups ethnic
exchanges and fusion and economic development of ethnic regions. In doing so he did not shun away
from social issues and needs. His works still remain significant today. He did not achieve these featured
works overnight. Instead he had been working on them over the time during which he constantly adapted
to demands driven by various times forming a resonance between theory and practice.



