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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

On the Characteristics of Zhang Kaiyuan’s Historiographical Thought // Ma Min

Zhang Kaiyuan the well-known Chinese historian who passed away not long ago was one of the
representatives of Marxist historians cultivated in New China. His historical views and thought are worth
summarizing. Apart from the specific historical studies and academic contributions his historiographical
thought entails four unique concepts and characteristics: the historical insight with “an outstanding
ingenuity” the comprehensive knowledge with “an integrated approach” the morality of historiography
with “a scholar personality” and the historical sense with a poetic empathy. These four aspects are Zhang
Kaiyuan’s outstanding historical views as a historian that integrates ancient and modern historical thoughts at
home and abroad under the guidance of Marxist historical materialism and also a key to interprete his
fruitful achievements in historical studies.

The Symphony of the Past and the Present: How Sima Qian Successfully Achieved “a Comprehensive
Understanding of the Changes from the Ancient Times to the Present” // Chen Qitai

In the multidevel and multi-dimensional historical writing system of the Historical Records( Shiji) how
did Sima Qian successfully achieve the goal to “comprehend the changes from the ancient times to the
present” ? In this regard it is urgent for us to broaden our horizons and to innovate research methods
creatively. Therefore the following three features of his work need to be discussed in depth: ( 1) the Basic
Annals are inclusive of the ancient and modern; ( 2) the Chronological Tables are designed in a unique and
indigenous way; ( 3) the Treatises and the Memoirs are coordinated and related to the Basic Annals at
multiple levels and these various sections of the book are complementary to each another. In this way we
can better promote the understanding of Sima Qian’s extraordinary creativity in historical thought and
historiographical compilation and obtain valuable enlightenment for further promoting historical studies in
the contemporary society.

Language and Revolutionary Mobilization: A Comparative Study of “Three Proclamations by Yang
and Xiao” and Ar Anti-Manchu Proclamation [/ Li Ying Li Yu

The Taiping Rebellion and the 1911 Revolution were the two most intense anti-Manchu revolutions in
the late Qing Dynasty. “Three Proclamations by Yang ( Xiuqging) and Xiao ( Chaogui) ” ( shortened as
TPYX) by the Taiping army and An Anti-Manchu Proclamation ( shortened as AAMP) by Tongmenghui
( Chinese Revolutionary League) were crucial mobilization texts contained strong political language
characteristics. Both texts emphasize the distinction between barbarian tribes and China but their historical
views and the basis of their arguments were completely different. The former believed in “God” as the
foundation of China and adopted Christian teachings as the theoretical basis; the latter paid tribute to the
Yellow Emperor as the first ancestor of the Chinese nation and took the Three Principles of the People as the
core. As far as the logic of expression was concerned the two groups of essays both inherited the basic
framework of “promote onesell and crime against others” in official denunciation of the enemy in China’s

political tradition but the logic of the latter is more rational adding reflections on the experience and



