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The evolution of narrative paradigms of women’s history and the different evaluations of Kemalist women’s
liberation is in essence the result of the development of Turkish society and the evolution of ideology. They
not only reflect the conflict between feminism and patriarchy and nationalism but also present the tension
between Turkey’s radical Westernization and secularization reforms and Islamic tradition.

Donald A. Ritchie’s Practice and Study of Oral History // Song Pingming

Donald A. Ritchie is one of the key participants and leading scholars of American oral history. His
engagement with oral history has kept pace with the development of the field in the United States. Not only
has he dedicated himself to promoting the continuous development of the field but also made great and
profound contributions at its various stages in research. On the one hand Richie followed a “bottom-up”
approach and called for ordinary people to “do” oral history; on the other hand in his own work he has
always focused on those top American elites and leaders which is a typical “top-down” “elite oral
history ”.

Focus Perspectives and Trend of Overseas Studies on the Unit 731 // Yang Yanjun

Overseas studies on the issue of the Unit 731 have undergone three stages. The first is the initial stage
from the 1950s to the 1970s when documentary literature oral history and memoirs were the mainstream
and some relevant scholarly works started to appear. The second is the rapid development stage from the
1980s to the 1990s. During this period research was conducted by scholars in China Europe and
America and had a farweaching influence. Scholars from scientific medical and educational communities
participated in it and contributed to its successful development. Meanwhile literary narratives historical
investigations and social movements played an important role in “fueling the flames”. The third is the
stage of “multi-dimensional maturity” in the 21st century which means not only horizontal comparative
studies between Japanese medicine and Nazi medicine but also vertical in-depth studies from diversified
disciplines. While focusing on practical issues such as reflections and actions as well as peace and
reconciliation of contemporary society researchers have also examined the relationship between historical
writings and collective memories. Over the past 70 years overseas investigations and studies have made
fruitful achievements in their scholarly works but there remains considerable room for breakthroughs and
further development especially regarding the following issues: the wartime situation war crimes and
responsibilities historical understandings post-war trauma and ecological impact of the Unit 731.

Space Type and Trend of the Social History of Chinese Hydraulic Engineering // Zhang Junfeng

The field of the social history of Chinese hydraulic engineering is flourishing. Not only does it have an
extensive coverage of research areas but also a diverse profile of research interests. It follows a significant
approach to examining the social historical changes of China through the perspective of hydraulic engineer.
As a result it shows that the hydraulic societies in the North and the South contain both similarities and
their own unique regional characteristics. The field has undergone various stages of development from early
studies on hydraulic engineer projects through the history of hydraulic technologies to the current social
history of hydraulic engineering and then to the social history of water with “water being at the center” in
the future. This is a natural development which demonstrates the dynamics and practical feasibility of the
central role of water in the study of Chinese social history. With the continuous advancement of water—
related social historical studies a social history of Chinese hydraulic engineering is destined to being
moving towards a new level.



