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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

The Three “Historical Resolutions” and the Chinese Communist Party’s Summary of Historical

Experience // Cai Qingzhu

The Communist Party of China has a strong sense of historical mission attaches great importantance to
drawing lessons from historical past and is good at gaining the inspiration to move forward. It is the Party’s
creative endeavor to synthesize historical experience in the form of “historical resolutions”. The Party has
issued three “historical resolutions” over the course of its 100-year history. These three “historical
resolutions” were all born at critical historical junctures. They all promoted the Party’s solidarity and
ideological unity by re-examining history greatly promoted the development of the cause and exerted far—
reaching influence; they all shone with the brilliance of Marxist thought; they are the embodiments of the
materialist outlook of history and the correct view of the past; they are significant documents of epoch—
making significance for reviewing the past and projecting the future; and they are microscosms of the Party’s
magnificent and inspiring century-eld struggle.

The Early Exploration of the Writing of Marxist General History of China // Xie Huiyuan

Before 1949 the writing of Marxist general history of China went through its early stage of exploration.
Before and after the May Fourth Movement scholars for the first time proposed the idea of adopting
historical materialism to guide the compilation of Chinese general history. And some scholars put this idea
into practice before and after debates on Chinese social history. The writing of Marxist Chinese general
history has become stereotyped after the outbreak of the full-scale Anti-Japanese War. During this period
scholars often sublated evolutionary history and gradually developed a set of interpretative framework for
Chinese general history basically in line with historical materialism. It also became a significant issue for
people to judge the Marxist general history of China by asking whether or not it adopted the theory of five
social forms. This periodization based on social forms is a reflection of Marxist scholars” unique
understanding of the nature and laws of history. It is a self-consistent response after “society” is endowed
with “nature. ”

Research on the History of Ancient Chinese Historiography from Multiple Perspectives //
Wang Gaoxin

It is necessary to embrace a grand historical perspective for those who study ancient Chinese
historiography. This grand historical perspective is mainly manifested in the following four aspects. First is
the perspective of political history which specifically examines the relationship between dynasty
replacement and the use of history as a guide the establishment of dynasties and the divine historical view
political crises and the use of history for politics and the unification of the country and the concept of grand
unification all of which reveal the linkage between historiography and dynastic politics. Second is the
perspective of the four-category thought. The four categories of jing ( classics)  shi ( history) =z
( philosophy) and ji ( literary collections) are often mutually inclusive and mutually influenced and the
four categories have an important influence on ancient Chinese historiography in terms of historiographical
thought historical compilation collections of historical materials and etc. The close relationship between
the collection of classics and history must be examined. The third is the multi-ethnic perspective. The
history of ancient China is a multi-ethnic history the hsitoriography of ancient China is a multi-ethnic
historiography  and the history of ancient Chinese historiography should also be a multi-ethnic
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historiography. Constructing a “complete and inclusive ” Chinese historiography is the direction of our
future efforts. The fourth is a comparative perspective between China and foreign countries mainly from the
aspects of academic status historiographical characteristics narrative scopes  objectivity pursuit
functional understanding and disciplinary characteristics. By comparing and contrasting ancient Chinese
and Western historiography we can reveal the national characteristics of ancient Chinese historiography.

Rethinking the Subjectivity of Chinese Intellectual History as a Scholarly Discipline //
Zhang Baoming

While the study of intellectual history has become a hot topic in the current academic field it is still
worthy of our in-depth consideration to think about the subjectivity of intellectual history as a scholarly
discipline. From this point view research of Chinese intellectual history should have both a unique
perspective and a solid foothold. Yet in terms of its connotation Chinese intellectual history has not been
clearly defined; in terms of its extension the object of its study and coverage of its outreach have not been
well explained; it terms of its methodology of argumentation intellectual history has not become as
competitive in sophistication as other humanities disciplines are. In view of these shortcomings we need to
make further efforts to analyze and define the scope and subjectivity of intellectual history writing.

The Origin of the Concept of Sanshi( Three Histories) and the Reshaping of Its Connotation in the
Tang Dynasty // Cheng Yunlou

The Sanshi ( three histories) is an important concept in ancient Chinese historiography. In the middle
and late period of the Eastern Han Dynasty scholars represented by Zhang Heng and Ying Feng
conducted a comprehensive investigation of the Shiji( Records of the Grand Historian) the Hanshu( Book of
Han) and the Hanji ( all compiled by the Eastern Han Dynasty)  which promoted the concept of Sanshi.
After the Wei Jin Southern and Northern Dynasties the concept Sanshi became separated from its
content: on the one hand the concept was abstracted and canonized; on the other hand Fan Yes Hou
hanshu( Book of Later Han Dynasty) and other later Han history books nearly replaced the Dongguan hanji
in Sanshi. After the Tang Dynasty the establishment of Sanshi Ke ( the discipline of “three histories”)
finally brought Hou hanshu back to the Sanshi category which once again unified the name and content of
Sanshi.

Rethinking the Ibadan School of History in Nigeria: From the Perspective of the Collection and
Study of Arabic Manuscripts // Deng Zheyuan

In the 1950s the Ibadan school of history emerged in Nigeria in the context of the rising influence of
nationalism. Chinese historians have argued that historians of the school innovatively employed local oral
sources to write nationalist historiography of Africa. This article focuses on the collection and study of
Arabic manuscripts. In doing so it places the Ibadan school of history in the longue durée and within a
cross—disciplinary setting. In the 1950s and 1960s scholars from different countries and disciplines
collected cataloged and studied a large number of Arabic manuscripts at the University of Ibadan. Based
on this they refuted the racial biases of colonialists by proving that Muslin history is part of the “African
history of Africans” and by proving that Africans have historical experience of state governance. From the
late 1960s the collection and study of Arabic manuscripts by Ibadan historians started to suffer from the
lack of funding and to encounter challenges from other trends of historical writings and its influence
gradually declined. This article argues that the Ibadan school of history has transcended the limited scope of
“nationalism” and “oral materials”.

The Critique and Its Limitations of Individual Memory as a Historical Source: A Case Study on
Holocaust Historian Raul Hilberg // Liu Yingjie

With the “memory turn” in Western historiography which focuses on how events are recalled and
constructed the value of individual memory as a historical source has been rediscovered. But as individual
memory prioritizes emotional and ethical values it also brings about the paradox of how to comprehend



