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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Sequels to Philosophy for the Masses: On Ai Siqi’s Textbooks on Historical Materialism in the Early
PRC Years // Du Tao

In the campaigns to popularize Marxism in the early years of the People’s Republic of China ( 1949 -
1955)  Ai Siqi established a philological system of historical materialism that was accessible to ordinary
people and he applied this system to history and using it explained Chinas social development. Ai’s
system was adopted by a good number of textbook editions on historical materialism and became popular in
the whole nation. These textbook editions can be divided into two stages of development before 1953 and
those after. Speaking to the need to build New Democracy these textbooks of the first stage adopted the
paradigm of productive forces as the dominant theme. By contrast those of the second stage adopted the
paradigm of production relations to meet the need in transition to the socialist society. In spite of different
paradigms the two stages share the same popular style and they can be regarded as sequels to Philosophy
Jor the Masses. These editions of textbook are the valuable materials in contemporary Chinese intellectual
history.

A Reflection on Theory and Practice:. Why Do We Study the History of Everyday Life //
Li Xiaodong

“Why do we study the history of everyday life?” To discuss this question it helps to explain the
internal logic of life as a paradigm in historical studies with regard to the research motivation. In reflecting
upon the paradox of modernity faced by Western society after World War I the study of everyday life has
appeared in Western academia represented by a trend in French philosophy  “critique of everyday life” in
sociology and “history of everyday life” ( Alltagsgeschichte) in German historiography. Out of different
theoretical concerns new cultural history and everyday life history as research paradigms have great
differences in the West. In the early twentieth-first century the paradigm of everyday life history was
introduced into mainland China via translation. Its “human centered” approach and “holistic view” speak
to the growing need to overcome the fallacies of “cultural essentialism” and “fragmentation” in Chinese
historiography. As the everyday life of Chinese people is undergoing profound changes now the public
need to think about the significance of everyday life from the perspective of history. The history of everyday
life is welcome in China also because the research paradigm of Chinese history calls for innovation and
creativity. Therefore it is necessary to strengthen the study in this area.

From Understanding Culture to Appreciating Feelings: A Review of the Study of Social and
Cultural History in China // Han Xiaoli

It has been more than 30 years since the development of the study of Chinese social and cultural
history in China. As the product of interdisciplinary integration this field has gained the consciousness of
reflection and reference from the beginning. Researchers have shifted their approaches in historical
inquiries from the ( re-) positioning of culture to the deep interpretation of meaning and then to the
appreciation of ordinary people’s feelings. During this process they have reflected upon traditional cultural
history absorbed and learned from the achievements of social history and New Cultural History from the
West. By doing so scholars have accomplished the innovation of theoretical methods and the shift of



