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research perspectives. Meanwhile they have promoted the diversified development of Chinese
historiography. In reviewing and summarizing the research approaches of social and cultural history over the
past 30 years the goal of this paper is to understand the problems of where social and cultural history came
from and where to go and to further facilitate breakthroughs and nurture innovations for future studies.

“Mediterranean Koine”: A New Interactive Paradigm for the Study of Ancient Civilizations //
Li Yongbin

The study of the interaction among ancient civilizations with a special focus on the archaic period has
developed three paradigms including a comparative approach a regional approach that regards the
Mediterranean as a koine and a historical approach based on network theory. Among them the
“Mediterranean Koine” approach might be theoretically the best. Despite the fact that various historians
have adopted this paradigm their shared views on the main features of such a civilizational community
include: the cultural exchanges based on commercial activities the integrated “region” formed through the
connection the balanced relationship between individuality and commonality and the high level of
economic and cultural connections determined by the unique ecological environment. Cultural exchanges
based on trade activities are the fundamental character of the “Mediterranean Koine” from the eighth to
sixth century BC. To adopt the “Mediterranean Koine” as a paradigm in research we should also pay
attention to differences and similarities among civilizations such as their various scopes of time and space
and social structures as well as their unique natures and levels of differences.

Approaches to Studying the Employment System in Medieval England in the West // Xu Hao

In the past scholars regarded the production of employment as a major indicator in the study of the
germination of capitalism. Yet the germination of capitalism is merely one of the many perspectives through
which to study the employment system. J. E. T. Rogers published the first and second volumes of A History
of Agriculture and Prices in England in 1866. Since then the study of employment in medieval England
has been undertaking over the course of one and half a century giving rise to three paradigms including
the one focused on the purchasing power of laborer’s wages from the Middle Ages to early modern by
Rogers the one that argued for the rise of capitalist employment in the sixteenth century by Karl Marx and
the one that was focused on wage labor in the Middle Ages. The study of medieval wage labor also includes
three research approaches including a manor perspective of constitutional history and economic history a
social structure perspective of social history and a history of the below from the perspective of economic
and social history. A survey of the above-mentioned approaches will help us to identify their value as well
as limitations. It is also useful to examine their legacy dialectically and to reflect upon the nature of the
employment system in medieval England and its relationship with capitalism or modern employment system
in order to construct our own research paradigm on this issue.

“Experience” and “Emotion” in the Recent Historiography of the French Revolution // Pang
Guanqun Zha Shaochen

In the past two decades historians have increasingly paid attention to the individual experiences and
emotions in the French Revolution. This new tendency has been long nurtured in the historiography of the
field. The orthodoxy theory once regarded class confrontation as the root cause of the revolution while the
revisionist theory replaced it with discursive conflict. Both theories however overlooked the interaction
between humanity and the atmosphere of the Revolution. Influenced by emotional history and other
contemporary historiographical trends some researchers of the Revolution now take account of the
individual agency in attempt to reevaluate the Revolution from the perspective of individual lives
emotions and experiences. Historians conclude that even if people living in the French Revolution were in
exercise of reasoning they were also making decisions while being affected by emotions particularly at
some radical situations. Personal experience in relation with emotions and traumas could have contributed
to political decisions and pushed the Revolution forward. This trend of scholarship could complement the
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existing schema in this field and deepen our comprehension of revolutionary politics. But we also need to be
aware of the danger of over-empathy as it is unfair to defend the negative consequences of the Revolution
with personal experiences and emotions.

Rethinking the Study of “Satoyama” in Japan through the Lens of Environmental History //
Chen Xiang

Since the middle of the twentieth century Japanese academic community has undergone several stages
in the study of “Satoyama” from the perspective of environmental history including “Satoyama” as
resource  “Satoyama” as landscape and space  “Satoyama” as symbol of biological diversity and
“Satoyama” as symbol of cultural diversity. In this context of academic development Shoji Mizuno
represents a leading figure in the study of medie val Japanese environmental history. Although his research
method resembles that of Yoshihiko Amino who also had a great impact on the study of Japanese medieval
history Mizuno has filled the gap in Amino’s scholarship that overlooked the topics such as the space
livelihood and common ownership of Satoyama. With the deepening of the research of environmental
history in Japan scholars have attempted with two academic paradigms in the study of “Satoyama”: one is
the problem of deforestation of Satoyama’s ecological system; the other is the gradual promotion of a cultural
approach to the environmental historical studies of Satoyama. To this day there is an obvious cultural turn
in the study of medie val Japanese environmental history which will have a great impact on the field of
Japanese environmental history and environmental policy.

Through the Lens of Landscape: On English Historian William Hoskins” Devotion to the Local and
His Engagement with Public History // Mei Xueqin

As “a very English Historian of England” William Hoskins grew up in this countrys colorful
landscape culture. He focused on England and its landscape in his historical research which was highly
regarded not only in academia but also among the public. He started with researching his hometown Devon
and its history. He then gradually expanded and strengthened his interest in the history of local landscape
and accumulated rich knowledge about the history of Landscape in England. Through the lens of
landscape he revisited the past through critically examining the reality. By delivering public speeches and
writing books he dug into the deep historical and cultural roots of landscape striving to promote its public
value. He also actively participated in public history primarily by publicizing the stories about the local
landscape and making efforts to protect it. His work is an embodiment of the significance when a public
historian acted upon his local feelings. It provides a useful reference for us to think about how to further
promote public history both in its content and format and how historiography can help to nurture local
cultures as well as to offer education on national citizenry.

On the Theoretical Framework of Zhang Xuecheng’s View on Historiography // Cui Zhuang

In Zhang Xuecheng’s mind historiography with its compiling methods of collecting facts and phrasing
arguments has a mission to serve the world. The essence of his historical theory can be summed up
according to the following four principles: historical justice has to be grasped free of external influences;
such justice shall be judged solely based on facts; historical events need to be written according to the
standard literary style; and the style is not subject to historical events. These rules are woven into different
layers yet follow a strict logic. That is justice is the core that is determined by historians” insight;
historical events are the content that comes from the historians” learning; literary style has an impact on the
scope of historical works” influence which primarily depends on historians” talent; and the relationship
between the style and the events such as whether historical writing can become free of the interference of
the facts has a decisive impact on the expression of justice in the writing which depends on historians”
morality.



