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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

The Theoretical Conception and Reflection of Historical Materialism in Contemporary Chinese
Historiography // Wu Hao Cai Minmin

Since the founding of the People’ s Republic of China the theoretical conception and reflection of
historical materialism in the historical field has undergone through five stages showing a trend of
continuous development in its scope and depth. In terms of scope the conception and reflection of
historical materialism has extended from the domain of ontology to the ones of epistemology and
methodology which complements the cognition of the entire historical materialism system. In terms of
depth the cognition of the theoretical issues of the ontology of historical materialism has been greatly
deepened. On the one hand the historical circles have continuously deepened their conception and
reflection of the three long-term but fundamental issues in historical materialism: the driving force on the
evolution of the social formation the historical creator and the paths of social evolution. On the other
hand the new historical approach of the twentyfirst century has already transcended the above-mentioned
three basic issues and provided us with a new understanding of some issues regarding historical materialism
that were commonly accepted in the past yet without ample discussion.

Rethinking the “Hua-Yi” Divide and the “Grand Unity ” in Chinese History
Ancient State Governance // Jia Yi

A View from

The “Grand Unity” was both the goal and significant content of state governance in ancient China.
The “Grand Unity” as a goal for state governance was embodied in the ideas that either underscored the
divide or unity between Hua and Yi and became the foundation for policies regarding ethnic groups. It
became the political and ideological foundation upon which these regimes upheld the order all-under-heaven
and exercised political legitimacy. It furthermore justified their rule with customs. The close economic
political and cultural bonds among the ethnic groups in ancient China were the basis for the idea of the
Grand Unity including both Hua and Yi. Within the “Grand Unity” ethnic groups interacted with each
another and learned about their ways of state governance. Such a trend was an important driving force for
the development of the unification of the unified multiethnic state as well as the improvement of the state
administration system.

“No Officials Below County” or “No State Power Below County”’——Some Thoughts on “No
Imperial Authority Below County” // Gao Shouxian

In recent years ‘no imperial authority below county” has become a widely concerned academic topic
but scholars have interpreted it differently. Some scholars regard it as “no officials below county ” arguing
that this sentence only means that the reach of administrative agencies and official duties stop at the county
level and that it does not mean that imperial authority cannot penetrate into rural society; more scholars
understand it as “no state power below county ” thinking that in addition to “no officials below county ” it
also means that rural areas belong to the field of “village autonomy” dominated by the gentries. As a matter
of fact the key point of “no imperial authority below county” lies in “no state power below county ” with
“no officials below county” only being its premise. When commenting on “no imperial authority below
county ” if we only focus on whether there are officials below the county regardless of whether they are
autonomous or not we are greatly reducing this proposition” s scholarly significance. In the imperial era of
China the rural society below the county level was neither under pure “official governance” nor pure
“centry governance..” Rather it was based on the joint governance of officials and gentry 7 under the
condition of “no officials below county. ” Of course this “joint governance’ does not mean that both sides



