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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

The Theoretical Conception and Reflection of Historical Materialism in Contemporary Chinese
Historiography // Wu Hao Cai Minmin

Since the founding of the People’ s Republic of China the theoretical conception and reflection of
historical materialism in the historical field has undergone through five stages showing a trend of
continuous development in its scope and depth. In terms of scope the conception and reflection of
historical materialism has extended from the domain of ontology to the ones of epistemology and
methodology which complements the cognition of the entire historical materialism system. In terms of
depth the cognition of the theoretical issues of the ontology of historical materialism has been greatly
deepened. On the one hand the historical circles have continuously deepened their conception and
reflection of the three long-term but fundamental issues in historical materialism: the driving force on the
evolution of the social formation the historical creator and the paths of social evolution. On the other
hand the new historical approach of the twentyfirst century has already transcended the above-mentioned
three basic issues and provided us with a new understanding of some issues regarding historical materialism
that were commonly accepted in the past yet without ample discussion.

Rethinking the “Hua-Yi” Divide and the “Grand Unity ” in Chinese History
Ancient State Governance // Jia Yi

A View from

The “Grand Unity” was both the goal and significant content of state governance in ancient China.
The “Grand Unity” as a goal for state governance was embodied in the ideas that either underscored the
divide or unity between Hua and Yi and became the foundation for policies regarding ethnic groups. It
became the political and ideological foundation upon which these regimes upheld the order all-under-heaven
and exercised political legitimacy. It furthermore justified their rule with customs. The close economic
political and cultural bonds among the ethnic groups in ancient China were the basis for the idea of the
Grand Unity including both Hua and Yi. Within the “Grand Unity” ethnic groups interacted with each
another and learned about their ways of state governance. Such a trend was an important driving force for
the development of the unification of the unified multiethnic state as well as the improvement of the state
administration system.

“No Officials Below County” or “No State Power Below County”’——Some Thoughts on “No
Imperial Authority Below County” // Gao Shouxian

In recent years ‘no imperial authority below county” has become a widely concerned academic topic
but scholars have interpreted it differently. Some scholars regard it as “no officials below county ” arguing
that this sentence only means that the reach of administrative agencies and official duties stop at the county
level and that it does not mean that imperial authority cannot penetrate into rural society; more scholars
understand it as “no state power below county ” thinking that in addition to “no officials below county ” it
also means that rural areas belong to the field of “village autonomy” dominated by the gentries. As a matter
of fact the key point of “no imperial authority below county” lies in “no state power below county ” with
“no officials below county” only being its premise. When commenting on “no imperial authority below
county ” if we only focus on whether there are officials below the county regardless of whether they are
autonomous or not we are greatly reducing this proposition” s scholarly significance. In the imperial era of
China the rural society below the county level was neither under pure “official governance” nor pure
“centry governance..” Rather it was based on the joint governance of officials and gentry 7 under the
condition of “no officials below county. ” Of course this “joint governance’ does not mean that both sides
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can always coordinate. Yet they are in a state of cooperation and contradiction.

Rule by Law with Chinese Characteristics——An Inquiry into the Prototype of Chinese Governance //
Liv Weu

The perception of the relationship between “rites” and “law” and between “rule by rites” and “rule
by law” have changed from the one on antagonism to the one that emphasizes fusion and hybridity in
modern times. Based on the existing framework of analysis this article attempts to transcend the conceptual
settings and to investigate and analyze the original forms of these concepts in “rule by heaven ” ‘rule by

. 9 « . 9 « . 9 “« ) . . .
virtue rule by rites rule by punishment ” and “rule by man 7 and of principles of Chinese
. . “ . . ” ¢ . ” “ . ” “« .

governance including “rule by heavenly principles behave by virtue rites as law punishment as
the guardian of the law ” “man as the essence. ” All these elements are interrelated and interwoven which
are of great significance to China’ s longterm governance and stability and have the status and value of
original legal principle. All above constitute the “rule by law with Chinese Characteristics”. Its core is the
rule of virtue and rites which is based on the rule of taking punishment as the guardian of law and treating
man as the essence. It was thus concluded as “rule by rites” by later generations.

Liang Qichao’ s New Historiography and the Gushibian Movement // Li Changyin

There is a close connection between Liang Qichao’ s proposal for “new historiography ” and the
Gushibian ( debate on ancient historiography) Movement. At the beginning of the movement Gu Jiegang
was inspired by Liang Qichao’ s articles such as A Narrative Introduction to Chinese History —New
Historiography Observation of Chinese Nation in History and Treatise on the Trends in Chinese Geography.
He established the “accumulation theory” on ancient Chinese history and then proposed “to challenge the
belief that the Chinese nation was of one single origin” and “to challenge the belief that the Chinese
territory was always of one unitary whole. ” With the development of the movement “Confucius and
Confucianism” became one of the most important topics. Both the investigation of the authenticity of
Confucius by Gu Jiegang and the re-evaluation of Confucius by Feng Youlan can be traced back to Liang’
s works such as Protecting Confucianism as a Religion Is Not Showing Respect for Confucius and Confucius.
After that the focus of the movement turned to examining the authenticity of ancient books. Liang Qichao
furthermore had impact on Hu Shi who argued that “classical schools of philosophy did not originate in
officialdom” and Luo Genze who investigated the origins of these various schools through his The Trend of
Changes in Chinese Academic Thought. Therefore the new historiography advocated by Liang Qichao
played a significant role in the Gushibian Movement.

Approaches of the History of Chinese Water Management and the Perspective of Landscape // Geng
Jin

The study on the history of Chinese water management follows several approaches that is the
technological aspect the social and political aspect and the ecological aspect. The technological history of
water management focuses on the history of technology. The social and political history of water
management adopts water conservancy as the entry point through which to discuss the political decision—
making process of state and the social relations of the region. The ecological history of water management
combines perspectives from both ecology and environmental history and explores the internal relationship
between water conservancy engineering and regional hydrology and ecological environment. These different
approaches present different paradigms on the history of water management with prominent research
outcome. However a focus on research paradigm tends to underplay the value of details. The current
research on water management history needs to show more complex human-nature relationship behind water
conservancy. The introduction of landscape history is an excellent attempt to broaden the horizon and
diversify the approaches of water management history in China. It returns to focus on “water conservancy ”
the essence of the water management history and shows the changes of “landscape” with water
conservancy as being at the core.

The Two Cities by Otto of Freising and His Philosophy of History // Wang Lihong

The, Two, Cities:. A Chronicle of Universal History ta the Year 1146 A. D). was written by Otto . Bishop of
Freising. It has been a controversial work known for its promotion of eschatology. It also stands out in the



