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western European historiography for its brilliant view on the philosophy of history. This article attempts to
analyze how Otto of Freising reframed the entire history of mankind with two historical lines the City of
God and the City of earth and then brought the sense of process back to the universal chronicles. Otto of
Freising reflected the unitary world chronology of western Christendom from the temporal perspective.
Spatially he further elaborated on the theory of iranlatio imperii. He attempted to search for origins of the
investiture controversy through history. He was not intended to invent new theories but to objectively
rescue the deconstructed sense of time for Clio since The City of God by Augustine. The Two Cities is an
example indicating how the western civilization was in need of a more complicated narrative on past and
history in the high middle ages and furthered the development of medieval historiography.

The Achievements and Dilemmas in the Writing of World History and Global History in
Contemporary Western Academia // Xu Shanwei

The writing of world history and global history in line with global view of history has started since
World War Il  and gradually reached prosperity after the 1990s. The article selects four representative and
influential textbooks for a brief analysis pointing out the unique aspects of their theories and methods
such as the historical view transcending national and geographical boundaries in understanding the world
the theory of cross-cultural interaction the method of historical comparison etc. However there remain
some problems and challenges in writing world history and global history of which the most prominent one
is the overemphasis on the role of cross—eultural interaction resulting in a lack of attention to the cultural
inheritance of civilization within various civilizational systems and its impact. That leads to the imbalance of
the relationship between the two and the root of this problem is also caused by Western scholars’ deviation
in the adoption and application of anthropological theories.

Both as Foundation and Method
Discipline // Xiang Yannan

An Analysis of the Role of Historiography in the History

As a reflective discipline historiography plays an extremely important role in the discipline of history.

Yet its significance as a matter of fact is often not valued by some historians. One may appreciate the role
of historiography in the discipline of history in the following three aspects: First historiography and
historical theory is a secondary discipline under history within the disciplinary setting regulated by the
Ministry of Education which is a recognition of the fundamental role of historiography in history. Secondly
from the theory of historical knowledge ( epistemology) future generations can only know what happened in
the past through historiography. Objective history cannot be repeated and historical text as a substitute for
real history serves as the intermediary between the subject and the object of knowledge. Therefore to a
certain degree all history has the nature of historiography which is also the theoretical basis for the
foundational role of historiography in the history discipline. Thirdly due to the specificity of historical
knowledge it is necessary to study historiography in order to establish an understanding of historical text on
which objective facts are based. Consequently historiography is not only a reflection of the history of the
discipline but also a significant research method. To establish a self-consciousness of the discipline of
historiography will further the pursuit of truth.

World Perspectives and Chinese Characteristics: Duanmu Zheng as a Historian // Huang Xiaoyu

Professor Duanmu Zheng is a famous Chinese legal scholar and historian. After his return from
France he followed the order and switched to teaching world history during the restructuring of higher
education system. He then became a pioneer who lectured on courses on “modern world history” in China.
Although he was mistakenly classified as a “Rightist” in the political campaigns he did not give up on
translating classical works and writing academic textbooks on world history. These efforts laid the foundation
for the Chinese discipline of world history. In the reform and opening-up era Duanmu Zheng has devoted
himself to establishing the Chinese Society of French Historical Studies and cultivated a scholarly team of
French historical studies. To celebrate his one-hundredth birthday this article attempts to trace Prof.
Duanmu Zheng’ s scholarly path from the perspectives of historiography and conclude his contributions to
World History Studies and French History Studies in China.



