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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Progressing within Norms and Innovating within Tradition: On the Historical Foundation of Xi

Jinpings Thought on Socialist Governance with Chinese Characteristics // Bu Xianqun

An important aspect of Chinese civilization is that it always attaches importance to the construction of
the institutions and systems of governance which in return gave birth to copious ideas on institution
buildups and state governance. These ideas were put into political practice in various historical periods.
This is an important reason for the continuation of Chinese civilization yet with constant innovation. The
socialism with Chinese characteristics is rooted in the fertile soil of Chinas extraordinary traditional culture.
Xi Jinping ‘s thought on socialism with Chinese characteristics of the new era is also in line with this
traditional culture. In order to study and understand his thought on socialist governance we must delve into
the rich institution legacy of the system of governance embedded in Chinas five-thousand-year history of
civilization and draw historical experience and wisdom from it.

Grasp the Zeitgeist of the New — Era Historiography // Yang Yangiu

An important aspect of Chinese historiographical tradition is the reflection of the Zeitgeist. Yet the
latter has different manifestations in different historical periods. In his works on history and historical
science General Secretary Xi Jinping has lifted the reflection on history times and social relations to a
new height. He discuses the relationship between culture and the times recognizes the continuity and
innovation of Chinese traditional culture and interprets the exchange and mutual learning of human
civilizations. In doing so he has formed his own historical thought emphasizing that historiography is rooted
in the contemporaneous era projecting world historical development and celebrating the Zeitgeist of
Chinese historiography in the new era.

On Xi Jinping$ Adherence and Development of Historical Materialism // Cai Qingzhu

As a scientific conception of history Historical Materialism establishes a new norm for historical
understanding. Xi Jinping$ thought on socialism with Chinese characteristics of the new era strictly grasps
the methodological principles that unify the scientific nature and moral values of Historical Materialism and
places the major issues of governance in the holistic vision of history reality and future. It has always
adhered to and strengthened the fundamental position of Historical Materialism adhered to and enriched
the core categories of Historical Materialism adhered to and creatively applied the basic methods of
Historical Materialism to historical analysis. By combining theory and practice Xi Jinpings thought on
socialism with Chinese characteristics of the new era fully demonstrates its theoretical character of
commanding the laws of history and guiding the development of the times.

A Critique of the Trotskyite Theory on the Nature of Chinese Society // Li Hongyan

The theory of Semi-Colonialism and Semi-+eudalism is the Communist Party of China “s great
contribution to communist theory. It is of great significance for our profound understanding of the arduous
process of sinicization of Marxism for this theory challenges the assertions by both Bukharin and the
Trotskyites. For the former exaggerates the residues of feudal elements in Chinese society and the latter
overstresses the capitalist domination. Trotsky did not directly argue that China was a capitalist society but
he thought that capitalist relations played a dominant role in Chinese society. His Chinese followers reached
a consensus on the assumption that China was already a capitalist society without rejecting its feudal
nature. Therefore they also used the concepts of “semi-colonialism” and “semifeudalism”. This theory
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held by Trotsky and his Chinese followers was ungrounded. By contrast Mao Zedong was the best example
and the most representative case of the people who uphold the semi-colonial and semi-feudal theory.
History has proven that the theoretical innovation in China can only be completed by Chinese Communists
themselves.

The Development of the Theory of Marxist Historiography in China: Global Origin and Local
Growth // Zhang Yanguo

A century ago the May Fourth/New Culture Movement introduced Marxism into China and the
development of the theory of Marxist historiography started to unfold. Since then Historical Materialism
had grown into a pillar of Chinese historiography. It has grown tenaciously and become the guiding ideology
and the only consensus for Chinese historians in conducting historical research over the course of the one
hundred years especially after the founding of new China. It has spawned a grand scientific and cultural
practice and exploration of the construction of the theoretical discipline and discourse system of Marxist
historiography. lts research thus achieved fruitful results after the Opening and Reform. One can divide the
development of the theory of Marxist historiography in China of the past one hundred years into the three
stages: 1) the period of the New Democratic Revolution the establishing of the guiding role of Historical
Materialism in historical research in China 2) the period of Socialistic Construction the application of
Historical Materialism to studying Chinese history and 3) the new historical period since the Opening and
Reform the development of the system for theory of Marxist historiography with Chinese characteristics.
The past experience of the development of Marxist historiography is not only heuristic reference for its
contemporary development but it undoubtedly also has great academic significance and practical value.

Historians and the Future // Jiirgen Kocka

This article first reviews the notion of time in the history of historiography from ancient times to the
present. It points out that historians have always paid ample attention to the three dimensions past
present and future. In comparison with the classical era and the Middle Ages one should recognize that
the awareness of the differences and changes in past present and future is the decisive factor inductive to
the advent of modern historiography. Then this article analyzes the evolution from Enlightenment
Historiography to todays global history and argues that the future has become a component of historical
research. Harkening back at history can predict a variety of futures. At the same time the expectations of
the future also affect how historians reconstruct the past. Finally in response to the question of how
historical study should deal with the future which relates to the function of history the author admits that
“historia magistra vitae” ( Cicero) has its limitations yet believing that the idea of “history as a mirror” is
still viable. This is because historical experience helps reflect and search for the possible laws and/or
directions in historical movement. Historical research can compare the similarities and differences of various
stages of history and historical training helps to form reasonable expectations of the future.

A Scholarly Review of the Study of Chinese Frontier Environmental History // Xue Hui

It is significant for scholars in history to carry out research on Chinese frontier environmental history
for it will promote the continuous development of not only Chinese frontier history but also Chinese
environmental history. Furthermore it is also conducive to speeding up the construction of the disciplinary
system the academic system and the discourse of history with Chinese characteristics. Building upon the
existing scholarship both in Chinese frontier history and Chinese environmental history Chinese frontier
environmental history is rich in content. More measures however should be taken to further develop the
sub-discipline so as to make it a powerful embodiment of the study of historiography in the new era
reflecting cut-edge developments in historical studies. Therefore scholars should pay more attention not
only to historical theory and methodology but also the content and subject of their studies Moreover they
need to work on collecting editing and digesting research materials as well as to further build up research
teams.

The Rise of the Iconographic Studies of the French Revolution and Its Challenges // Tang Xiaoyan

The French Revolution left an enormous number of images. Since the early nineteenth century
collectors and art historians began collecting and compiling images of the Revolution. The development of



