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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Reflections and Perspectives: The Revival of the Social Historical Studies of Modern China // Xing
long Li Quanping

After its revival the study of modern Chinese social history has made remarkable achievements over
the course of the past forty years. At the same time old and new problems have prevented this field from
further developing and these problems include such as the question of continuity in modern social history
the absence of theoretical and ideological inquiries the lack of macrodevel research the over—
concentration on the regional the separation of historical research from mainstream conversations and the
obsession with local sources. Scholars need to pay attention to these problems. It is a critical moment now
that scholars of social history need to be aware of perspectives from “long term” views ‘total history ”and
“integral history” in order to re-examine these issues and explore various possibilities for the study of
modern social history.

The Emergence of New Historiography in the People’ s Republic: Guo Moruo and the Dominance
of Marxist Historiography in China // Zhang Yue

As the key individual making decisions for various policies on historical studies Guo Moruo played an
important role in establishing the dominance of and guiding the trends of Marxist historiography after the
founding of the People’ s Republic of China. After 1949 Guo was appointed as chair of the preparatory
committee on establishing the Chinese Historical Society and chair of the Association of Chinese Historians.
He outlined six aspects of the paradigm shift in the development of historiography. He led the creation of
the journal Historical Research calling for a balanced view on both historical materials and historical
theories. Guo treated Chen Yinque with courtesy and invited him to join the editorial board of the journal
as well as to serve on the academic committee of the Department of Social Sciences at the Chinese Academy
of Sciences. Guo resumed the discussion of the periodization of ancient Chinese history which evolved into
several heated debates on significant theoretical issues of Marxist historiography. With the efforts from Guo
and other Chinese Marxist historians the historiography in the People’ s Republic of China gradually
developed into a fullfledged field of scholarly inquiry.

The Gap between Thought and Action: An Overview of the Thought on Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection in Ancient China // Wang Lihua

The ancient Chinese people have twice faced environmental dilemmas of different nature. The first one
was the period from the Western Zhou Dynasty to the Qin and Han Dynasties which was mainly manifested
in the inadequacy of natural resources from mountains forests rivers and swamps. The rising concerns
with the resource dilemma gave birth to the thought on natural resource protection embodied in the systems
of rites and laws though precocious to its historical context; The second was the one after the middle of the
Qing Dynasty the gloomy resource ( especially land) crisis and the survival pressure caused by the "
population explosion" made the end of the eighteenth century ( 1790) an environmental turning point in
Chinese history. The deforestation and reclamation in mountain areas quickly showed grave environmental
consequences which prompted the society to start thinking and acting upon environmental protection with
a focus on maintaining forest protection at that time. Between these two moments is a stage ( from the
western Han Dynasty to the early Qing Dynasty) in which thought and action were relatively dull and
sluggish. However there were still several historical circumstances demanding our attention: first
regarding the benefits of exploiting mountains forests rivers and swamps the state changed its policy from



