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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Reflections and Perspectives: The Revival of the Social Historical Studies of Modern China // Xing
long Li Quanping

After its revival the study of modern Chinese social history has made remarkable achievements over
the course of the past forty years. At the same time old and new problems have prevented this field from
further developing and these problems include such as the question of continuity in modern social history
the absence of theoretical and ideological inquiries the lack of macrodevel research the over—
concentration on the regional the separation of historical research from mainstream conversations and the
obsession with local sources. Scholars need to pay attention to these problems. It is a critical moment now
that scholars of social history need to be aware of perspectives from “long term” views ‘total history ”and
“integral history” in order to re-examine these issues and explore various possibilities for the study of
modern social history.

The Emergence of New Historiography in the People’ s Republic: Guo Moruo and the Dominance
of Marxist Historiography in China // Zhang Yue

As the key individual making decisions for various policies on historical studies Guo Moruo played an
important role in establishing the dominance of and guiding the trends of Marxist historiography after the
founding of the People’ s Republic of China. After 1949 Guo was appointed as chair of the preparatory
committee on establishing the Chinese Historical Society and chair of the Association of Chinese Historians.
He outlined six aspects of the paradigm shift in the development of historiography. He led the creation of
the journal Historical Research calling for a balanced view on both historical materials and historical
theories. Guo treated Chen Yinque with courtesy and invited him to join the editorial board of the journal
as well as to serve on the academic committee of the Department of Social Sciences at the Chinese Academy
of Sciences. Guo resumed the discussion of the periodization of ancient Chinese history which evolved into
several heated debates on significant theoretical issues of Marxist historiography. With the efforts from Guo
and other Chinese Marxist historians the historiography in the People’ s Republic of China gradually
developed into a fullfledged field of scholarly inquiry.

The Gap between Thought and Action: An Overview of the Thought on Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection in Ancient China // Wang Lihua

The ancient Chinese people have twice faced environmental dilemmas of different nature. The first one
was the period from the Western Zhou Dynasty to the Qin and Han Dynasties which was mainly manifested
in the inadequacy of natural resources from mountains forests rivers and swamps. The rising concerns
with the resource dilemma gave birth to the thought on natural resource protection embodied in the systems
of rites and laws though precocious to its historical context; The second was the one after the middle of the
Qing Dynasty the gloomy resource ( especially land) crisis and the survival pressure caused by the "
population explosion" made the end of the eighteenth century ( 1790) an environmental turning point in
Chinese history. The deforestation and reclamation in mountain areas quickly showed grave environmental
consequences which prompted the society to start thinking and acting upon environmental protection with
a focus on maintaining forest protection at that time. Between these two moments is a stage ( from the
western Han Dynasty to the early Qing Dynasty) in which thought and action were relatively dull and
sluggish. However there were still several historical circumstances demanding our attention: first
regarding the benefits of exploiting mountains forests rivers and swamps the state changed its policy from
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enforcing a monopoly to dissolving it; second the concepts of nature and resource protection proposed by
pre-Qin philosophers had clearly further developed in the Neo-Confucian tradition during the Song and Ming
Dynasties.

Lessons from Religious Governance in Ancient China // Zhang Jian

Religious governance in ancient China includes not only the rigid management of religions by the
government but also the soft education of rituals and music on the entire society; Religious governance
includes not only a set of rules for religious practices but also the political and economic management
system of society; Religious governance not only refers to the management of the government but also
includes the autonomy of religious organizations; The means of religious governance are not only control
guidance and manipulation but also dialogue debate and communication; The result of religious
governance is not simple domination and obedience but more understanding and cooperation. lIts practice
includes to keep religion at a respectful distance as an administrative management concept to cultivate the
plurality of religious coexistence in harmony without one becoming dominant to sinicize foreign religions
through rituals and music to maintain the moderate tension between politics and religion to economically
control the moderate scale of religious development to supervise Sangha autonomy through state
management and to guard against the crisis of national sovereignty caused by foreign religious influence.

Reflections on Epidemic Control in Chinese History since Ming-Qing Times // Yu Xinzhong

In Ming-Qing China the state exercised a limited role in epidemic relief primarily through channeling
the power of the emerging civic society for such efforts were not yet institutionalized. In modern China the
state has assumed a more interventionist role and gradually established a modern system of public health and
disease control in order to strengthen the nation. This leads us to believe: 1. The lack of epidemic relief
system indicates not only the lack of interest of the traditional government in China in protecting its people but
also the limited capacity of state power; 2. Utilizing the rising civil power will not only contribute to the actual
process of epidemic relief but also generate a benign mechanism in which state and civil society complement
each other; 3. The introduction of the modern system of public health and disease control comes with an
expansion of the state’ s power It was a significant development; yet one has to be vigilant of excessive
expansion; 4. We should pay attention to the diverse views on epidemic and its control in history from a
humanistic perspective; 5. It is vital for the epidemic control to ensure a smooth and effective information flow.

Indigenous Historiography and Chinese Discourse: The Spread of Landlord and Labor in Late
Imperial China: Case Studies from Shandong and Its Impact // Cui Huajie

Following the guidance of Marxist Historical Materialism Jing Su and Luo Lun two young researchers
from Shandong University published the book under the title Qingdai Shandong jingying dizhu de shehui
xingzhi ( The social nature of managerial landlords in Qing dynasty) in 1959 . In it they explored the
question about the “sprout of agricultural capitalism” in China. From the perspective of production relations
they studied rural areas in Shandong and focused on the peasant class. Based on an internal perspective they
extrapolated the historical trend of regional social development identified the features of its trajectory and
highlighted the unique contribution of the rural history. In doing so they formed an academic discourse with
Chinese characteristics. The book also included field surveys and expanded the scope of sources for historical
dat. In addition it paid attention to the use of econometric analysis in history. All of this simply shows the
trend of interdisciplinary research combining history and social science. After the monograph was translated
into English it was well received by western scholars and had an academic impact on the latter. This
monograph exemplifies the style of academic research based on indigenous history contributing to the
formation of Chinese academic discourse. Thus it is of great significance to reexamine this case in the
current state of growing academic exchanges between China and foreign countries.

Republican-Era Historians of Western History Who Studied in the United States and the American
Tradition of Western Historical Studies: Doctoral Dissertations as a Focus // Yang Zhao

Historians of Western history were a very special group of Chinese students who studied in the United



