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States during the Republican period. Scholars today have paid little attention to their study-abroad
experiences let along their doctoral dissertations. These scholars chose some interesting topics for their
PhD projects. Many had strong concerns with reality and paid special attention to important debates among
historians in China. A majority of topics were focused on the history of European countries. Several of these
dissertations used a large number of primary documents and adopted innovative research approaches.
Therefore they were recognized by their advisers and fellow American historians. These scholars formed
unique academic style after they returned to China. They laid the foundation for the world history discipline
in China through teaching and involving academic work of organization.

The New Trend of Smuta Studies in Contemporary Russian Historiography // Zhou Hougin

After the disintegration of the Soviet Union scholars in Russia began to rethink the revolution in the
early twentieth century. They replaced “revolution” with “Smuta ” a concept that is derived from the
studies of Russian history of the early seventeenth century. Based on an interdisciplinary approach they
constructed a research paradigm of Smuta Studies as the theoretical framework to register the change
between the time of national crisis and empire. This paradigm emphasizes that the three historical moments
respectively in the early seventeenth the early twentieth and the late twentieth centuries witnessed the
systemic crises of the Russian state ( i. e. smuta) . The first two crises ended with the rise of empire and
Russian history vacillates in the periodic rhythm of " smuta-empire". The Smuta Studies is not only the
product of the upsurge of Russian Studies and Imperial Studies in the twentieth-first century but also a
response from some Russian scholars to where Russia is currently going. However as a new disciplinary
approach its many aspects remain to be developed.

How to Write American History in the Age of Globalization. On Thomas Bender’ s Transnational
History // Li Min

Regarded as the most influential authority in transnational studies Thomas Bender answered the
question of how to write American history in the age of globalization. Based on his personal experience of
academic development he discussed the significant issue through two layers of analysis: theoretical
construct and scholarly practice. Starting from its constructed nature Bender has reconstructed the nation—
state and its history criticizing American exceptionalism. In promoting a transnational and holistic
perspective he proposed a methodology of comparison connection and contextualization and published
the well-received masterpiece A Nation among Nations. When facing challenges and criticisms Bender
insists that transnational study is still a useful perspective and approach worthy of exploration and that it
enriches the scope of the traditional nation-state historical paradigm that used to be at the center of
American historiography.

Some Thoughts Concerning Research on Conceptual History // Fang Weigui

Conceptual history also known as “the history of concepts” ( Germ. : Begriffsgeschichte) is a well-
known paradigm of historical semantics. It is especially the German “model” of conceptual history that is
highly regarded worldwide; it is often cited as an exemplary research method. While it is becoming
gradually internationalized we can observe a constant effort to adapt it to the distinctive histories and
cultures of the local. At the same time conceptual historical theory has not yet been able to solve some
problems and they have become increasingly urgent. In its recent practice in China it is widespread that
researchers often rely on quantitative analysis. If one overlooks the essence of the conceptual historical
method the relevant “truth” of history is very unlikely to be discovered however. In this context the
relationship between conceptual history and New Cultural History deserves attention as we believe that the
two deal with different questions and concerns. Last but not least the difficulty in translation in the
international transfer of terms is an intrinsic challenge. Seen from a global perspective one could argue
that historical semantics has to be based on a complicated transregional research process; in return which
poses a meaningful challenge in the internationalization of conceptual history.



