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“historiographical theory”. This paper argues that the theory of historiography is the generalization and
summary of historical works. It is not the objective study of historical reality. It is important to clarify the
nuanced differences and similarities between the theory of historiography and the theory of history. The
movement to further define the theory of historiography for example paved the way for the rise of historical
epistemology in the 1980s. Yet we need to prevent the total separation between the theory of historiography
and the theory of history as some Western schools of historiographical studies do for such misconception
would cause the negation of historical theory. In the contemporary world the reliable results of research in the
history of historiography should form the basis for research in the theory of historiography. The legacy of the
history of historiography in China is extremely copious and the study on the subject is profound. Both are
favorable conditions for research in the theory of historiography. As we believe that the common task for the
history of historiography and the theory of historiography is to reveal the law of historical development the
effort to combine both approaches has great prospects for academic development and theoretical innovation.

Henri Pirenne and the Study of Mediterranean History // Wu Haiyan

Henri Pirenne was a Belgian historian. As his major achievement he proposed the Mediterranean as a
holistic research framework for understanding the origins and development of Europe through the perspective
of the wide—ranging interactions between different civilizations. It has opened up a new field of vision and
provided a new paradigm for historical research. With the further development of globalization the
Mediterranean as one of the main research objects of new regional history has become an academic
hotspot. The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World in the Age of Philip Il by Fernand Braudel is for
example a landmark work of studies of Mediterranean history. Through a comparative analysis of Pirenne
with Braudel and other Mediterranean historians we can conclude that Pirenne has clearly influenced
Braudel’s view on Mediterranean history in the following aspects: the emphasis on social and economic
history the shift away from nationalist historiography and the focus on the long term and structural
analysis of historical development in a wide range of space. Driven by the antagonism between Islam and
Christianity in the early Middle Ages Pirenne separated the Mediterranean. This assertion has further
influenced new studies on Mediterranean history.

Ayodeji Olukoju and His Research on Maritime History // Wang Yan

Ayodeji Olukoju is one of the major figures in the third wave of historical scholarship in Nigeria. He is
also one of the pioneers of Nigerian maritime history. According to him maritime history studies all human
activities associated with the sea. In his research he works on topics such as Nigerian ports shipping
industry and comparison of maritime history. Olukoju believes in the relevance of historical studies to social
development and he adopts long-term perspectives to examine policy decisions. For example by comparing
Nigerian and Japanese maritime policies and economic developments he advocates maritime
nationalism. He argues that Nigerian government should strengthen the state power to facilitate maritime
development. As to study the development of ports he prefers multiple causations to a single explanation. In
his research Olukoju adopts concepts from a diverse group of geographers and economists and employs an
interdisciplinary method.

New Developments in Historical Animal Geographies in the West and Lessons for China: A Survey
of the Papers Published by the British Journal of Historical Geography /! Zhang Bo

The different characteristics and developmental trajectories of history and geography in the East and the
West have led their studies of historical animal geographies to divergent paths. Through analyzing relevant
articles on historical animal geographies published in the British Journal of Historical Geography from 2000 to
2018 we can identify three research trends in this discipline in recent years: the diversification of topics and
methods the focus on common animals in close contact with human beings and the attention to animals in
specific small and medium-scale space. The recent development not only fills in the gap of the existing
scholarship but also proposes new ideas to tackle some problems in traditional historiography. In pushing the
development of historiography it also promotes new ideas to challenge the narrow view of anthropocentrism in
the field. The strength of these studies in the West deserves our attention. As we need to adhere to our unique
characteristics in the study of historical animal geographies in China we also need to learn from them.



